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Dr Sunkari to be the first Telugu

SAM RAO

Berkeley, Calit.

NOW, Telogn will be tanght
at the Univemsity of Califcrnia
Berkeley. The new post of a
Tehogn lectuteswas institted
at the university after a cam-
paign by the Talogo commu-
nity of 5F Bay Area, spear-
headed by Dir Bao Ve of
Ulniversity of Califomia.

D¢ Hephzitah [Hepsi)
Sunkari will be the first Tal-
ugn lecturer at the university.

D Vernuri and commu-
nity membess rallied to raisa
ot § 200,000, which was the
thieshold amouit fequoited
to initiate the Telugn lan-
Euage program at the univer-
sity. Some Indian languages
programs like Tamil Chair
and Indian Smodies Chair al-
ready exist at the university.

Professor Raka Ray of
LIC Berkeley said it is a long
haml to indtiate a full-fledged
endowed chair in Telugu
studies. It requires a viable
student  enrollment along
with a sizeable amount of
cofpua fund, which will help
endow a Chair in Telogu
Studies and the eventual hie-
ing of a professor under the
aegis of one of the recognized
departments at the Univer-
sity of California Berkeley,
he added.

Miritnnjaya Thatipamalla,
who condocis Telugn lan-
goage classes at the India
Comammaity Center (TCC) in
Milpitas, expressed happiness
that the grass poots campaign
foped in enough  donors

Ir He phaibah Sunkari

acroas the State of Califomia
oy make “the idea of a Telugn
lectureahip a reality™.

D Vemuei said, “What
we now nead s (more) en-
follment of students in the
Telugn language smdies so
that everyome will be con-
vinced of the need to keep

The lecturer's post
was introduced at the
university as a result
of a campaign by
SF Bay Area's Telugu
community

ench a program alive and lead
i the establishment of a full
Chair in Telugn langnage
stndies at the univesity.”

Dir Sunkari has tavght Tel-
ugu o graduate stodents in
the Ulniversity of Madeas, In-
dia and translated books and
articles froim English to Tel-
ugu. She has presented sev-
efal research papers on top-

lecturer at UC Berkeley

ics like Puddhizm, meligious
tolerance and living transla-
tions in national confe rences
in India.

Recently, I Sunkari
worked as editor of the Tal-
ogn pewsletter of Telugo
Christian Fellowship of Bay
Avrea and contriboted several
articles to Telogu magazxines.
Her special interests ae
Onomastics  (science  of
names ), cultural and Hogois-
tic problems of translations
and south Indian music.

She did her Ph.D frodm
the Ulniversity of Madras in
Talogn language (1595 fol-
lowwingg an B.Phil (1991} and
Bl A 1 %05 Besides English,
D Sunkari is proficiency in
Hindi Sarekrit. Hebrow and
Grreek (read and write ).

She did her research on
“Translations  of Biblical
names, with special reference
to Onomastics”, which comes
under comparative lingnis-
tics. She has compdled a dic-
tionary to the Holy Bible,
which iz yet to ba published
and served 2= a translator at
Family Stations Inc., Cak-
land, California.

Crriginally from Guniog,
Andhra  Pradesh, D
Sunkari lives with hes hus-
band, Paul Sudhakar, in Fal-
som, California, about S0
miles East from 5F Bay
Area, with their two sons
Draniel (117 and Jonathan
(5). SBhe has alzo authored a
book titled Telugn Bible
Anuvaadaah-Oka Parisee-
lana { Telogn Bible Transla-
tions-An Obsarvation).
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