
Pranab Bardhan is Professor of Economics at the University of California, 
Berkeley, and co-chair of the MacArthur Foundation-funded Network on the 
Effects of Inequality on Economic Performance. He has done theoretical and field 
studies research on rural institutions in poor countries, on political economy of 
development policies, and on international trade. A part of his work is in the 
interdisciplinary area of economics, political science, and social anthropology. 
He was Chief Editor of the Journal of Development Economics for 1985-2003. 
Widely published and cited, Professor Bardhan’s most recent publications 
include Awakening Giants, Feet of Clay: Assessing the Economic Rise of China 
and India; International Trade, Growth and Development; Poverty, Agrarian 

Structure, and Political Economy in India; Scarcity, Conflicts and Cooperation; Essays in Political and 
Institutional Economics of Development; Globalization and Egalitarian Redistribution, Inequality, 
Cooperation, and Environmental Sustainability, and (co-edited), Decentralization and Local Governance in 
Developing Countries: A Comparative Perspective.

Jennifer Bussell is the Gruber Assistant Professor in the Department of Political 
Science and the Goldman School of Public Policy at the University of California, 
Berkeley with an interest in comparative politics and the political economy of 
development and governance, principally in South Asia and Africa. Her research 
considers the effects of formal and informal institutions—such as corruption, 
coalition politics, and federalism—on policy outcomes. Her book Corruption and 
Reform In India: Public Services in the Digital Age (Cambridge University Press) 
examines the role of corrupt practices in shaping government adoption of 
information technology across sub-national regions and is based on fieldwork in 
sixteen Indian states, as well as parts of South Africa and Brazil. Her current 

research uses elite and citizen surveys, interviews, and experiments to further explore the dynamics of 
corruption and citizen-state relations as they relate to public service delivery in democratic states. She 
also studies the politics of disaster management policies in developing countries. Her work has been 
published in Comparative Political Studies, International Studies Quarterly, and Economic and Political 
Weekly. Prior to joining the Goldman School, she taught in the LBJ School of Public Affairs at the University 
of Texas, Austin. She received her Ph.D. in political science from the University of California, Berkeley.

Seshadri Chari is a noted social activist and thinker. A former editor of the RSS’ 
Organiser weekly, he is currently the All India Convener of the Foreign Affairs 
Cell of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Member, National Executive, BJP in 
India. A regular speaker at intellectual debates & discussions, Mr. Chari is also 
currently engaged as Jt. Director, (International Affairs) Institute for National 
Security Studies; Research Director, Chronicle Society of India for Education & 
Academic Research (CSIEAR); Vice-President, Society for Consumers’ and 
Investors’ Protection (SCIP), empanelled by SEBI and the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs, Government of India; Director, Forum for Strategic & Security Studies 
which publishes reports on subjects of strategic importance for India and the 

region and AGNI journal; Secretary General, Forum for Integrated National Security (FINS); Vice-President, 
Indian Federation of UN Associations (IFUNA); and Advisor, International Buddhist Confederation (IBC). 
Some of the publications to his credit are A New Era in Indian Polity, Gyan Publishing House, New Delhi, 
1996, Jananayak, a pictorial biography of former Prime Minister Mr. AB Vajpayee and Nepal—Emerging 
Republic, 2008, Gyan Publishing House, New Delhi.
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Pradeep Chhibber is Professor of Political Science, the Indo-American Community 
Chair in India Studies and the Director of the Institute of International Studies at 
UC Berkeley. Prof. Chhibber studies the politics of India, political parties and party 
systems. His recent research is on religion and politics, elections and parties, the 
ideological roots of the party system, and the politics of development in India.  
Religious Practice and Democracy Cambridge University Press (2014) examines 
the relationship between everyday religious practice and political representation 
in contemporary India. A paper with Jasjeet Sekhon  “Mobilizing Identities: 
Religious Practice and Political Action in India” uses experiments to assess when 

religion can be mobilized both as an identity and in politics. He is an active contributor to the editorial 
pages of the Indian Express.  He is currently working on a book on the ideological basis of party politics in 
India.

Lawrence Cohen is Sarah Kailath Chair of India Studies; Professor of Anthropology 
and of South and Southeast Asian Studies; Chair, Center for South Asia Studies at 
UC Berkeley; and Faculty, Joint Program in Medical Anthropology, UC Berkeley 
and UCSF. Professor Cohen is by training a medical anthropologist. His research 
has spanned the areas of sexuality, of gerontology, and of transplant medicine, all 
with a focus on urban India: his current work examines debates over the 
“Aadhaar” Unique Identification program and its relation to shifts in technology, 
governance, and direct cash transfers. He is the author of the award-winning 
book No Aging in India: Alzheimer’s, the Bad Family, and Other Modern Things and 

numerous articles on topics ranging from sexual violence; transplant kidney markets; modern Ayurveda; 
guru-based healing; and the politics of transgender.

Sridar Iyengar is co-founder of ‘The Sounding Board’ and serves on the Board of 
various companies, and other companies in India and the United States. He also 
advises many early-stage companies in the United States and India. He is a 
member of the boards of the American India Foundation Inc. From 1968 until his 
retirement in March 2002, he was employed by KPMG, retiring as the Partner-in-
Charge of KPMG’s Emerging Business Practice. He worked as a partner in all 
three of KPMG’s regions - Europe, America and Asia Pacific - as well as in all four 
of KPMG’s functional disciplines - assurance, tax, consulting and financial 
advisory services. Sridar was Chairman and CEO of KPMG’s India operations 

between 1997 and 2000 and during that period was a member of the Executive Board of KPMG’s Asia 
Pacific practice. Prior to that, he headed up the International Services practice on the west coast of the 
United States. On his return from India in 2000 he was asked to lead a major effort of KPMG’s focused on 
delivering audit and advisory services to early stage companies. He also served as a member of the Audit 
Strategy group of KPMG LLP. He is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales, 
and holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Commerce (Honors) from the University of Calcutta.

Carmel Christy K. J. is an assistant professor in the department of journalism at 
Kamala Nehru College, University of Delhi. She received her PhD from the 
University of Hyderabad. Her dissertation, Mapping the Sexual Subject: Sexuality 
Debates in the Public Space of Kerala, looks at the modes through which the 
visibility of sexuality is constituted in negotiation with relations of power. Dr. K. J. 
has also worked on questions of caste, gender, language, and media studies. Her 
most recent publication is The Politics of Sexuality and Caste: Looking through 
Kerala’s Public Space, an article in an edited volume on modernity in Kerala. Dr. 
Christy is currently a post-doctoral research fellow at UC Santa Cruz and is 

working on a Fulbright-Nehru research project that explores the mutually constitutive nature of spatiality 
and subjectivity by analyzing the genre of autobiography in Malayalam literature. Specifically, it tries to 
explicate the constitution of Dalit female subjectivity in negotiation with the spaces Dalit women inhabit/
interact with through the narratives C. K. Januvinte Jeevithakatha and Saleena Prakkanam’s Chengara



Samaravum Ente Jeevithavum. Dr. K. J. is looking at the narratives of spaces at two levels—by bringing 
out how geography is a socially produced reality, and by examining how this becomes instrumental in the 
constitution of the subject, especially the Dalit female subject.

Sonia Katyal is the Chancellor’s Professor of Law at UC Berkeley Boalt School of 
Law. Her scholarly work focuses on intellectual property, art law and new media, 
civil rights (including gender, race and sexuality), and property theory. Her past 
projects have studied the relationship between copyright enforcement, new 
media, and privacy; the impact of artistic activism on trademark law and 
advertising; and the intersection between copyright law, gender expression and 
sexuality with respect to fan-generated works. Other projects in the area of 
gender and sexuality have studied the relationship between law, culture, and 
international norms regarding sexual orientation and human rights. She is the 

co-author of Property Outlaws (Yale University Press, 2010) (with Eduardo Peñalver), which studies the 
intersection between civil disobedience and innovation in property and intellectual property frameworks. 
She has won several awards for her work, including an honorable mention in the American Association of 
Law Schools Scholarly Papers Competition, a Yale Cybercrime Award, and a Dukeminier Award from the 
Williams Project at UCLA. In March of 2008, Katyal was awarded a grant from the Warhol Foundation for 
her forthcoming book, Contrabrand, which studies the relationship between art, advertising and trademark 
and copyright law. In 2016, Professor Katyal was selected as a Fellow at the Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts in San Francisco (YBCA), where she will be part of a class of artists, activists, and scholars to respond 
to the question, “Can We Design Freedom?”Before entering academia, Professor Katyal was an associate 
specializing in intellectual property litigation in the San Francisco office of Covington & Burling. Professor 
Katyal also clerked for the Honorable Carlos Moreno (later a California Supreme Court Justice) in the 
Central District of California and the Honorable Dorothy Nelson in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit.

Reetika Khera is an associate professor of Economics at the Department of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology Delhi. She studied 
at the Delhi School of Economics (PhD) and Institute of Development Studies, 
University of Sussex. She is interested in welfare systems, public support 
programmes of the government for health and nutrition, food security and 
employment. Since her PhD, she has remained involved in various field activities 
in India including surveys, social audits and “research for action” related to the 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) and National Food Security 
Act (NFSA). She has published in a wide range of outlets: international peer-

reviewed journals, magazines, newspapers and online portals. She is currently ICCR Visiting Chair at King’s 
College London doing research on the history, evolution and current state of welfare systems in the 
developed world.

Ashok Kotwal is a Professor of Economics at the University of British Columbia in 
Vancouver, Canada. He is also the Director of BIE (Bachelor of International 
Economics Program),  a Senior Fellow at the Bureau for Research and Economic 
Analysis in Development (BREAD), Associate at Theoretical Research in Economic 
Development (ThRed), and Editor-in-Chief, ‘Ideas for India’ (a portal dedicated to 
the development and policy issues in India). Ashok served as the Head of the 
Department from 1995-2000 and as the Director, Centre for India and South Asia 
Research at the University of British Columbia from 2003-08. His research has 
focused on development issues such as: the process of poverty decline, labour 

and credit markets in developing countries, the role of agriculture in development, the role of international 
trade, and rural governance. More recently, he has been engaged in the study of poverty alleviation 
schemes such as Public Distribution System and MGNREGA (Employment Guarantee Act). As well as Food 
Security in India and the Impact of UID on Corruption . He is the author of Why Poverty Persists in India, 
(with M. Eswaran), Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1994. 



Lawrence Liang is a legal researcher and lawyer based in the city of Bangalore, 
who is known for his legal campaigns on issues of public concern. He is a co 
founder of the Alternative Law Forum, and by 2006 had emerged as a spokesperson 
against the politics of “intellectual property”. Liang’s key areas of interest are 
law, popular culture and piracy. He has been working closely with Sarai, New 
Delhi on a joint research project Intellectual Property and the Knowledge/Culture 
Commons. Liang is a “keen follower of the open source movement in software”, 
Lawrence Liang has been working on ways of translating the open source ideas 
into the cultural domain. Segments of an interview with Liang commenting 

extensively on copyright and culture are featured in Steal This Film (Two). Liang is author of Sex, laws and 
Videotape: The Public is watching and Guide to open content licenses, published by the Piet Zwart Institute 
in 2004.

Pratap Bhanu Mehta is president and chief executive of CPR, is a political scientist 
who has taught at Harvard University, Jawaharlal Nehru University, and the New 
York University School of Law. His areas of research include political theory, 
constitutional law, society and politics in India, governance and political economy, 
and international affairs. Dr Mehta has served on many central government 
committees, including India’s National Security Advisory Board, the Prime 
Minister of India’s National Knowledge Commission, and a Supreme Court-
appointed committee on elections in Indian universities. Dr. Mehta is a prolific 
writer and has published widely in the fields of political theory, intellectual 

history, constitutional law, politics and society in India, and India’s emerging role in world affairs. His most 
recent books include The Burden of Democracy and an edited volume, India’s Public Institutions (with 
Devesh Kapur). His forthcoming work includes two books, Constitutionalism in Modern India and India’s 
Great Transformation. He is co-editor (with Niraja Jayal) of the Oxford Companion to Politics in India. 
Mehta has also written numerous columns for leading national and international newspapers. He is an 
Editorial Consultant to Indian Express newspaper in India. Mehta got his BA from Oxford University in 
Philosophy, Politics and Economics and has a PhD in Politics from Princeton University. He was awarded 
the 2010 Malcom S. Adishehshiah Award and the 2011 Infosys Prize for Social Sciences - Political Science.

Faizan Mustafa is the Vice-Chancellor of NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad. 
He was the founder Vice-Chancellor of National Law University, Orissa. He has 
also served as Dean, Faculty of Law, Aligarh Muslim University and Registrar of 
AMU. He is the founder Director of KIIT Law School. He is the Advisor to National 
Law School & Judicial Academy, Assam. He is known for his institution building 
abilities and democratic leadership. He is also visiting faculty to several reputed 
institutions in India and abroad. He has visited and lectured in several countries 
of the world. He has earlier served in U.A.E. and Africa. Prof. Mustafa is a gold 
medalist in LL.M. from Aligarh Muslim University. He completed his Ph.D. in 

Copyright Law. He also has a diploma in International and Comparative Human Rights from International 
Institute of Human Rights, Strasbourg, France. He was also consulted in the drafting of Erritrion Constitution 
and Asian Human Rights Charter of Asian Human Rights Commission, Hong Kong. As a keen researcher 
and avid academician, Dr. Mustafa has authored several books and has about hundred national and 
International papers to his credit. The Supreme Court of India has also quoted his article in its decision on 
right to die. He has worked in unexplored areas like Copyright Law, HIV Law, Art.356, Strict Liability Law, 
Freedom of Information Law, Religious Conversion Laws etc. He has written in new areas such as HIV Law, 
Freedom of Information Law, Right to Die, Mandatory Death Sentence etc. much before the Indian Parliament 
legislated on these issues or Indian Judiciary delivered landmark decisions on these subjects.  He regularly 
writes for the National Dailies. He was the member of several search committees for the appointment of 
Vice-Chancellors of National Law Universities. He is also member of Governing Bodies, Academic Councils 
and Executive Councils of various leading universities of India. He was also Member of several UGC 
Committees.



Manisha Priyam is an academic and researcher, and she works on issues of 
development and politics in India. Her areas of research specialization and 
interest are: higher education policy reforms, primary education policy reforms, 
decentralization, and urban policy reforms and politics. She is currently an 
Associate Professor at the Department of Educational Policy, National University 
of Educational Planning and Administration (NUEPA), India’s leading policy 
advisory body for the Ministry of Human resources Development (MoHRD), 
Government of India. Among her publications are The Contested Politics of 
Education Reforms in India: Aligning Opportunities with Interests, Oxford 

University Press, 2015, and “From Clients to Citizens: Learning from Brazil Provides and Opportunity to 
Delhi” in N. Jayaram edited, Social Dynamics of the Urban, Springer, 2015. She is a regular commentator 
on the electronic media on policy and political issues—on channels such as the India Today, Aaj Tak, CNN-
IBN, Rajya Sabha, Doordarshan, Lok Sabha, IBN 7 etc. She writes for leading national newspapers and 
weeklies in Hindi and English-the Indian Express, the Hindu, Mint, Outlook, Dainik Jagran, Amar Ujaala, and 
Prabhat Khabar, and Hindustan. Her academic writings have been published in the Studies in Indian 
Politics, Economic and Political Weekly, Seminar, and the University News. Dr. Priyam has a doctorate from 
the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). 

Ashish Rajadhyaksha is a film critic and faculty at the Center for the Study of 
Culture & Society, Bengaluru where he teaches courses such as “The Digital 
Classroom,” and “Culture & Democracy.” He is also Coordinator, “Networked 
Higher Education Initiative, Higher Education Cell,” and Team Leader, “The Identity 
Project: An Inquiry into the Unique Identity Initiative.” His publications include 
The Encyclopedia of Indian Cinema (with Paul Willemen), 1999, Indian Cinema in 
the Time of Celluloid: From Bollywood to the Emergency, 2009, and The Last 
Cultural Mile: An Enquiry into Technology & Governance in India, 2010. 
Isha Ray is Associate Professor at the Energy and Resources Group and Co-
Director (with Professor David Sedlak) of the Berkeley Water Center. Dr. Ray’s 
research interests are water and development; water, sanitation and gender; and 
technology and development. Her research projects focus on access to water and 
sanitation for the rural and urban poor, and on the role of technology in advancing 
sustainable development goals. improving livelihoods. She and her students have 
worked on access to, and affordability of, water in India, China, Turkey, Mexico, 
Tanzania and California’s Central Valley. Dr. Ray served on the Editorial Committee 
of the Annual Review of Environment and Resources from 2003 to 2013, has 
extensive experience in the international non-profit sector on development and 

freshwater issues, and is a regular adviser to United Nations Women. She is the editor (with Pranab 
Bardhan) of The Contested Commons: Conversations Between Economists and Anthropologists, Malden 
and Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 2008. Dr. Ray has a BA in Philosophy, Politics and Economics from 
Oxford University, and a PhD in Applied Economics from the Food Research Institute at Stanford University. 

Raka Ray is Professor of Sociology and South and Southeast Asia Studies, and  
the present Chair of the Department of Sociology. Professor Ray’s areas of 
specialization are gender and feminist theory, domination and inequality, the 
emerging middle classes, and social movements. Publications include Fields of 
Protest: Women’s Movements in India (University of Minnesota, 1999; and in 
India, Kali for Women, 2000), Social Movements in India: Poverty, Power, and 
Politics, co-edited with Mary Katzenstein (Rowman and Littlefeld, 2005), Cultures 
of Servitude: Modernity, Domesticity and Class in India, co-authored with Seemin 
Qayum (Stanford University Press, 2009), Elite and Everyman: The Cultural Politics 

of the Indian Middle Classes, co-edited with Amita Baviskar (Routledge 2011) and Handbook on Gender 
(Oxford University Press, India, 2012). Prof. Ray received her AB from Bryn Mawr College, and her PhD from 
the University of Wisconsin, Madison.



Kanwal Rekhi is an Indian-American businessman, Venture capitalist Angel 
investor and entrepreneur, currently serving as the managing director at Inventus 
Capital Partners. Kanwal came to the United States from India for graduate 
studies, advanced through the engineering ranks in a number of technology 
companies, and then co-founded Excelan in Silicon Valley to commercialize 
ethernet and TCP/IP – standards which became the basis of the Internet. He took 
Excelan public in 1987, becoming the first Indo-American Founder & CEO to list a 
venture-backed company on the NASDAQ. Excelan later merged with Novell, 
where Kanwal served as EVP, CTO and a Board Director for five years, established 

Novell’s operations in India, grew the company into the second largest software vendor in the world and 
returned 100X to his venture investors. Later, Kanwal was CEO of Ensim and also CEO of Cybermedia, both 
companies in which he was initially a lead venture investor and board member. Kanwal negotiated 
Cybermedia’s successful acquisition by Network Associates. Over the 14 years prior to co-founding 
Inventus, Kanwal was a full-time venture-angel, investing his own capital in more than 50 startups, leading 
the initial financings for 23 of them and playing an active role on their Boards. Also active in Indian public 
policy related to venture, Kanwal advised India government policy makers in reforming venture regulations. 
This encouraged fund formation in India, and Kanwal was the founding limited partner behind Infinity 
Capital-India a successful early-stage India venture fund. He also successfully advised the Indian Prime 
Minister and his government on their aggressive deregulation of telecom, leading to the explosive growth 
of mobile telephony in India, and laying the foundation for the country’s impressive IT expansion. Kanwal 
is a well-known figure in the global Indian community and a widely recognized authority on entrepreneurship. 
He co-founded The IndUS Entrepreneurs (TiE) to promote Indian entrepreneurship and was TiE President 
through the late 90’s presiding over its growth into a global organization with over 10,000 members who 
have been behind Silicon Valley and India start-ups. Kanwal earned a BSEE from IIT-Bombay and a MSEE 
and Honorary Doctorates in both Business and Engineering from Michigan Tech. Kanwal is a board member 
on the IIT Bombay Heritage Fund (IITBHF), and also founded the Kanwal Rekhi Schools of Information 
Technology at both IIT-Bombay and Michigan Tech.

S. Shankar Sastry is the Dean of Engineering at University of California, Berkeley 
and the faculty director of the Blum Center for Developing Economies. He was 
formerly the Director of CITRIS (Center for Information Technology Research in 
the Interest of Society) and the Banatao Institute @ CITRIS Berkeley. He served as 
chair of the EECS department from January, 2001 through June 2004. In 2000, he 
served as Director of the Information Technology Office at DARPA. From 1996-
1999, he was the Director of the Electronics Research Laboratory at Berkeley, an 
organized research unit on the Berkeley campus conducting research in computer 
sciences and all aspects of electrical engineering. He is the NEC Distinguished 

Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences and holds faculty appointments in the 
Departments of Bioengineering, EECS and Mechanical Engineering. Prior to joining the EECS faculty in 
1983 he was a professor at MIT. His areas of personal research are resilient network control systems, 
cybersecurity,, autonomous and unmanned systems (especially aerial vehicles), computer vision, nonlinear 
and adaptive control, control of hybrid and embedded systems, and software. Most recently he has been 
concerned with critical infrastructure protection, in the context of establishing a ten year NSF Science and 
Technology Center, TRUST (Team for Research in Ubiquitous Secure Technologies). He has coauthored over 
550 technical papers and 9 books, including Adaptive Control: Stability, Convergence and Robustness 
(with M. Bodson, Prentice Hall, 1989) and A Mathematical Introduction to Robotic Manipulation (with R. 
Murray and Z. Li, CRC Press, 1994). Dr. Sastry was elected into the National Academy of Engineering in 
2001 and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2004. He also received the President of India Gold 
Medal in 1977, the IBM Faculty Development award for 1983-1985, the NSF Presidential Young Investigator 
Award in 1985 and the Eckman Award of the of the American Automatic Control Council in 1990, the 
Ragazzini Award for Distinguished Accomplishments in teaching in 2005, an M. A. (honoris causa) from 
Harvard in 1994, Fellow of the IEEE in 1994, and the distinguished Alumnus Award of the Indian Institute of 
Technology in 1999. He received his B.Tech. from the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, 1977, a M.S. 
in EECS, M.A. in Mathematics and Ph.D. in EECS from UC Berkeley, 1979, 1980, and 1981 respectively. 



Venktesh Shukla, also known as Venk, serves as General Partner at Monta Vista 
Capital, an Advisor at Dobango, Inc. and President, The Indus Entrepreneur (TiE) 
Silicon Valley. He has had a long and varied career that includes sales, marketing, 
and general management, and he has a proven track record of leading companies 
through rapid growth. He has worked as a senior marketing executive in large 
technology companies in Silicon Valley and as CEO in a couple of start ups. He 
has been involved with numerous start ups as an executive, investor, board 
member, or advisor. As President of TiE, he presides over one of the most powerful 
networks focused on technology start ups in Silicon Valley. Venk is also the 

founding chair of TiE Angels, the successful angel investing platform of TiE SV. In the past, Venk served as 
the President of the Foundation for Excellence (FFE) for 18 years, an organization that gives scholarships 
to outstanding students in India to enable them to become doctors and engineers. Venk has an MBA from 
MIT Sloan School of Management and BSEE from NIT in India. 

Thenmozhi Soundararajan is a filmmaker, singer, and grassroots media organizer 
who uses song and narrative to tell the stories of marginalized communities 
through film, games, comics, and more.  As a second generation Tamil Untouchable 
Dalit woman, she strives to connect grassroots organizers with media resources 
that can widen their base of resistance. She is involved in organizing campaigns 
that include the movements for global justice, Dalit self-determination in India, 
and empowering youth in the US. Her work has been recognized by the Producers 
Guild of America Diversity Program,  The Museum of Contemporary Art, The 
Robert Rauschenberg Foundation, Chicken and Egg Foundation, The Annenberg 

Innovation Center, Slamdance, MIT Center for New Media Studies, The Sorbonne, Source Magazine, Utne 
Reader, The National Center for the Humanities, The National Science Foundation, The Indian Film Festival 
of Los Angeles and The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. 

Paranjoy Guha Thakurta is an Indian journalist, political commentator, author and 
a documentary film maker. His works have appeared in print, radio, television 
and documentaries. He was appointed editor of the Economic and Political Weekly 
in January 2016. His work experience, spanning nearly 35 years, cuts across 
different media: print, radio, television and documentary cinema. He is a writer, 
speaker, anchor, interviewer, teacher and a commentator. His main areas of 
interest are the working of India’s political economy and the media, on which he 
has authored/co-authored books and directed/produced documentary films. 
Some of the media organizations that he has worked with are Business India, 

BusinessWorld, The Telegraph, India Today, The Pioneer, and Television Eighteen.
Siddharth Varadarajan, Founding Editor of The Wire, is an Indian American 
journalist, editor, and academic. He was earlier the Editor of The Hindu and is a 
recipient of the  Elizabeth Neuffer Memorial Prize Silver Medal for Print Journalism 
for a series of articles (2005), the Bernardo O’Higgins Order by the President of 
Chile (2006), and the Ramnath Goenka Award for Journalist of the Year (2010). He 
has taught Economics at New York University and Journalism at the University of 
California, Berkeley, besides working at the Times of India and the Centre for 
Public Affairs and Critical Theory, Shiv Nadar University. He has reported on the 
NATO war against Yugoslavia, the destruction of the    Buddhas by the Taliban 

regime in Afghanistan, the war in Iraq and the crisis in Kashmir. Varadarajan has edited a book titled 
Gujarat: The Making of a Tragedy which is about the 2002 Gujarat riots. He is a Member of the Indian 
Council of World Affairs, the International Founding Committee of The Real News, and of the editorial board 
of India Quarterly: A Journal of International Affairs. 


