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CSAS: Thank you, Isha Ray, 
for agreeing to be interviewed 
for the CSAS Newsletter. You 
recently joined the UC Berkeley 
faculty as an Assistant Professor 
in the Energy and Resources 
Group. Would you please describe 
the courses you are presently 
teaching in that department?

IR: Sure. I have developed 
two new courses for the 
department, one last semester 
and one this semester (on 
Environmental Classics). Last 
semester I taught what will most 
likely become a regular offering 
every spring called Social Science 
Research Methods. Would you 
like me to tell you a little about 
it?

CSAS: Yes, please.
IR: I think that, for anyone 

who wants to do empirical work 
in the social sciences, research 
methods are very important. 
People take courses in theory, 
people do policy-relevant 
research, but they also have 
to get certain methodological 
tools under their belts if they are 
going to be skilled in the field 
-- in developing countries and 
also in the United States. Even 
if a social scientist does not do 
her own data collection, she 
has to interpret other people’s 
data intelligently. As a broad 
generalization, I’ve found that 
many economists, and also 
many political scientists, are very 
skilled in quantitative or formal 
methods – I mean methods of 
data collection and sampling, 
and hypothesis testing and so 
on. But they are not always 
skilled at ethnographic research, 
which requires informal open-
ended interviews, participant 
observation and so on. The 
reverse is also true: people 
who are trained in social 
anthropology or certain sub-
fields of sociology, are extremely 
skilled in participant observation, 
interviewing, content analysis 
of historical documents, and 
other so-called qualitative 
methods. They are less well-

trained at interpreting graphs, 
understanding what an error 
bar means, understanding how 
to put together a representative 
sample and what kind of biases 
you have when you don’t have 
a representative sample. Of 
course I am generalizing, not 
everybody is one or the other, 
but I do think that social science 
students and scholars are divided 
along traditionally qualitative 
and traditionally quantitative 
lines. But I have done both kinds 
of work in my own research. 
I thought it would be a good 
thing to put together a methods 
course tilted towards working in 
developing countries, although 
not exclusively so, and really 
emphasizing a broad overview of 
both quantitative and qualitative 
methods. That is what I did. This 
is going to become a regular 
offering and I am looking forward 
to teaching it each time because 
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you always have new and 
interesting readings to offer to 
the students. I have come across 
some fascinating case studies for 
the next time, that the students 
themselves suggested. That has 
been really, really fun. 

I think of Methods as a 
“hardware store” course – 
everyone needs some version of 
it.  This semester, I taught maybe 
more of a “boutique” course, in 
the sense that you don’t have 
to take a course like it, but it 
is an interesting elective if you 
are an environmental scholar. 
My colleague Dan Kammen 
and I designed it, and we called 
it Environmental Classics. We 
developed the course because 
we discovered that many 
students were graduating 
out of “environmental” 
departments such as the Energy 
and Resources Group (ERG), 

(cont’d p.4)
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November 2002 saw the 
publication of Ananya Roy’s 
book, City Requiem, Gender 
and the Politics of Poverty 
(University of Minnesota 
Press).  The book shows how 
the city is produced through 
the hegemonies of class and 
gender.  Situating Calcutta at 
a moment of liberalization, 
Roy reveals the distinctive 
spaces of a “communism 
for the new millennium”: 
housing developments that 
emerge amidst the last paddy 
crops on the fringes of the 
city; overflowing trains that 

bring peasant women to ur-
ban informal labor markets 
in an everyday commute 
against hunger; the chore-
ography of squatting and 
evictions through which land 
is settled and claimed. Roy 
shows how these processes 
of New Communism are lo-
cated within a larger regula-
tory context of “unmapping” 
that affords the state great 
territorialized flexibility in 
land and housing transac-
tions and perpetuates the 
vulnerability of the urban 
poor.

A second 
research and 
publication 
project, funded 
by an IIS Ford 
Foundation 
“Crossing 
Borders” grant, 
continues the 
theme of urban 
informality, but 
this time within 
a transnational 
framework.  
The project has 
led to a vol-
ume edited by 
Roy and Nezar 
AlSayyad en-
titled Urban 
Informality: A 
Transnational 
Perspective-Latin 
America, the 
Middle East, 
and South Asia 
(Lexington 
Press, forth-
coming 2003). 
The book 
develops the 
themes and 
issues raised 
at a sympo-
sium held at 
Berkeley in 
Spring 2001, 

This year the Center for South Asia Studies 
was proud to welcome Aparna Sen to 
Berkeley. She screened her latest film in 
the International House Auditorium, Mr. 
and Mrs. Iyer and participated in a public 
question and answer session moderated 
by Raka Ray (Associate Professor, Sociology 
and South Asia Studies).  ❖

Aparna Sen Visits 
Berkeley Campus

UC Berkeley Professor Ananya Roy (Assistant 
Professor, City and Regional Planning) and 
Aparna Sen in the conference reception on 
February 14, 2003.

Update on New Faculty Member Ananya Roy
which was co-sponsored 
by CSAS. Bringing together 
scholars and policy-mak-
ers working in and on Latin 
America, the Middle East, 
and South Asia, the book is 
quite unique in its crossing 
of disciplinary and regional 
borders.

Also this year, Roy col-
laborated with Dr. Daniel 
Perlman to organize a 
workshop on the Social 
Dimensions of International 
Health.  Funded by another 
IIS Ford Foundation “Crossing 
Borders” grant, the project 
involves the production of 
a general audience public 
health book that would be 
comprised of case-studies of 
international health practice 
and activism. The workshop 
brought together activists 
from many different parts of 
the world including Nepal, 
Bangladesh, East Timor, 
Mozambique, Iran, and 
Guatemala. 

During this time, Roy has 
also started to articulate a 
new project on cities and 
citizenship.  This is evident 
in a recent chapter entitled 
“Marketized? Feminized? 
Medieval? Emerging Modes 
of Governance” in the book, 
Democratic Governance and 
Urban Sustainability, edited 
by Joseph Tulchin (Woodrow 
Wilson Center, 2002).   The 
project involves examining 
distinctive forms of social 
citizenship and will evolve 
through various research en-
deavors.  One dimension has 
been a URAP (Undergraduate 
Research Apprenticeship 
Program) study of the “femi-
nization of policy,” i.e. the 
increasing international in-
terest in poor women as poli-
cy targets or actors.  Another 
dimension is an investigation 

of the role of religious funda-
mentalist groups as the main 
providers of services and 
resources in the cities of the 
Middle East and South Asia.  
Such trends, Roy argues, are 
inextricably linked to the 
austerity mandates of neolib-
eralism.

 In the arena of under-
graduate teaching, along with 
colleagues in the Department 
of City and Regional 
Planning, Roy helped launch 
a new Urban Studies major.  
In the coming academic year, 
she will teach two courses 
that are central to the mis-
sion of this interdisciplinary 
major: CP 115 (Urbanization 
in Developing Countries, Fall 
2003) and ED 100 (The City, 
Spring 2004).  “The City” is 
a new course that will act 
as the theoretical anchor of 
the Urban Studies major. Roy 
sees it as an opportunity to 
unsettle the EuroAmerican 
core of urban studies and 
urban planning and hopes to 
incorporate the rich debates 
around “Third World” cities 
into the curriculum.

As a member of the CSAS 
community, Roy plans to or-
ganize a year-long series of 
activities around the theme 
of “The City” in 2003-2004.   
This will involve research 
workshops around the issue 
of religious fundamental-
ism as an urban process and 
seminars and speaker se-
ries that would mainstream 
the teaching of South Asian 
material in urban studies 
courses and the teaching 
of urban material in South 
Asian courses.  ❖
University of Minnesota Press: http:

//www.upress.umn.edu/Books/R/

roy_city.html
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“What are the emotions of an 
Indian student on his first ar-
rival in America? Transition 
from the Orient to the American 
Continent is at first occasions 
a violent strain on the Indian 
newcomer. Later, when mellowed 
by time, it forms an important 
epoch in his career. All through 
life it continues to constitute a 
never-to-be-forgotten memory, 
thrilling and exciting at times, 
interesting always.” - Nihal 
Sing, Modern Review, 1908

As a South Asian stu-
dent here at the University 
of California at Berkeley, I 
was intrigued to discover 
that students from the Indian 
Subcontinent were immigrat-
ing to the Pacific Coast for 
higher education as far back 
as the turn of the 20th cen-
tury. I knew that there had 
been many students during 
the 1960s and 1970s, but had 
no idea that so many years 
before, students from South 
Asia had made this long and 
treacherous journey across 
the world. I was fascinated 
by their stories of hardship 
and success, and was curi-
ous to delve more deeply 
into their daily experiences 
on campus and uncover the 
events and struggles that 
defined their time at Cal. 
Unfortunately, little was 
documented and most texts 
contained only brief descrip-
tions about the lives of these 
pioneering scholars. Theirs 
was a story untold, and I 
wanted to tell it.

Students began arriving 
in California from South Asia 
in 1904, with UC Berkeley 
quickly becoming “the head-
quarters with the largest 
number of Indian students in 
the whole union.” The stu-
dents were often guided by 
personal accounts of friends 
and relatives who had pre-

ceded them or by inspiring 
and helpful magazine articles 
written by students already 
abroad. In 1911, Berkeley 
student Sarangadhar Das 
meticulously prepared an 11-
page article published in the 
Modern Review, a Calcutta-
based publication widely 
read by Indian scholars at the 
time, describing in immense 
detail the necessary informa-
tion for those interested in 
attending Berkeley. Das pro-
vided information regarding 
the journey to California, re-
quirements for university ad-
mission, and even described 
the more social aspects of 
college life at Berkeley such 
as the annual Big Game 
against Stanford University.

In addition to advice 
provided by students such 
as Das, a few scholars also 
received financial assistance 
from South Asians already in 
America. In 1912, a success-
ful Stockton potato farmer 
named Jawala Singh helped 
create a scholarship to sup-
port outstanding students 
from India in collaboration 
with UC President Benjamin 
Wheeler. Interestingly, the 
program embodied the 
Berkeley spirit of diversity, 
tolerance and community 
involvement long before it 
was popular to do so, as 
the scholarship was open to 
students of all religions and 
castes and of both sexes. 
Though no women were 
selected, the six scholar-
ship recipients included 
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, and 
Christians.

Although some students 
had personal funds to fall 
back on and others had fi-
nancial assistance from such 
scholarships, the experi-
ence for most was still one 

of immense financial hard-
ship. Many students had not 
worked in India but soon ad-
opted the American practice 
of working their way through 
college. Besides cleaning 
houses or washing windows 
to fund their studies, many 
students worked alongside 
South Asian immigrants on 
Central Valley farms during 
their summer vacations.

Beyond financial woes, 
ethnic discrimination also 
marred the student experi-
ence at Berkeley. Despite 
support from faculty, anti-
Asian prejudice and the 
strong opposition to Indian 
immigrants on the West 
Coast translated into harsh 
racial barriers. South Asian 
students were banned from 
the Young Men’s Christian 
Association and often faced 
extreme difficulty in find-
ing places of residence. On 
campus, South Asians were 
regularly refused service at 
student restaurants and were 
excluded from joining many 
student organizations. Some 
South Asian students even 
tried to form a fraternity, but 
the Interfraternity Council 
refused them admission into 
the Greek system.

These early South Asian 
students joined together to 
form a variety of on-campus 
student organizations, some 
known worldwide for their 
activism and extraordinary 
accomplishments. Many 
students, along with local 
community members, partici-
pated extensively in the ex-
patriate Ghadar Movement, 
a San Francisco-based early 
fight for Indian indepen-
dence. Other students formed 
groups including the politi-
cally charged Hindu National 
Association as well as a so-

cial and cultural organization 
called the Nalanda Club.

While student life at the 
University of California at 
Berkeley was certainly dif-
ficult for these pioneering 
South Asian students, their 
experiences reveal an awe-
inspiring range of talent and 
intellect only fitting for this 
great University. Surprisingly, 
as I researched their lives, 
read their personal stories, 
looked at their pictures, and 
held in my hands actual 
signed copies of their articles 
in the frail pages of the ag-
ing Modern Review, I could 
not help but feel a special 
connection with them. As I 
wrote this paper, I oftentimes 
felt the desire to tell them 
that their efforts were not in 
vain, their stories were not 
lost, and their strength was 
not forgotten. They make 
me proud as a South Asian 
student of today, and I hope 
that by telling their stories 
and living in their legacy at 
Berkeley, I would have made 
them proud too.  ❖

Anjali Banthia was an under-
graduate student at the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley’s 
Haas School of Business and 
graduated with a degree in 
Business Adminitsration in May 
2003.  She wrote a detailed re-
search paper on this topic with 
the guidance of Dr. Jane Singh 
(Ethnic Studies, UC Berkeley) 
for Dr. Singh’s course Asian 
American Studies 127. Anjali 
may be contacted via e-mail at 
anjali@haasalum.berkeley.edu

South Asians at Berkeley:  A Look Back in Time
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New Webcasts of CSAS Events Available
Several webcasts of CSAS 
events have been added to 
the webcast.berkeley.edu/
events web site. We hope 
to present other important 
events via webcasting in 
the future. At present these 
include two lectures by 
Romila Thapar, Professor 
Emeritus of History, 
Jawaharlal Nehru university, 
New Delhi delivered on 
the UC Berkeley campus 
in November 2002, and a 
webcast of a special panel 
discussion on Kashmir and 

The Bangla Initiative

Interview cont’d

Environmental Science Policy 
and Management (ESPM), and 
Geography without having read 
some pretty major works that 
have been very influential in ‘the 
world out there’. Not exclusively 
within academia, but that have 
actually influenced environmental 
policy, thinking and debates 
outside of academia. We thought 
that we should offer a course 
that makes students read some 
really classic books starting 
with Rachel Carson’s Silent 
Spring and moving on down 
through Amory Lovins and Barry 
Commoner, to contemporary 
works. The most recent book we 
assigned this semester was Jared 
Diamond’s Guns, Germs and 
Steel. Every week we covered 
one influential book or paper on 
issues of environment, nature 
and society and development. We 
included certain kinds of books 
that might not be considered 
traditionally environmental 
but in our view are very much 
to do with the environment. 
An example that might be 
interesting to the readership 
of the CSAS Newsletter is 
that we included Amartya 
Sen’s Poverty and Famines 
because his understanding 
of poverty, entitlements and 
the conditions that produced 
famines were very important for 
influencing debates, decisions 
and discussions about food 
policy, food aid and agriculture 
policy. Since agriculture is the 
single greatest transformer of 
the natural landscape, we think 
that agriculture and agricultural 
issues are at the core of 
environmental understanding. 
Many of the students had not 
read Sen before although all had 
heard of him. Though the books 
were largely written for a more 
general audience we used them 
as entry points into contemporary 
discussions on environmental 

thinking, relationships between 
humans and society, sustainable 
development possibilities and so 
on. We also discussed what made 
these classics so influential, why 
so many of them were (or are) 
so controversial. So that’s been a 
great experience.

CSAS: Obviously there are a 
lot of different ways in which 
those issues could be connected 
to South Asia in one way or 
another. We’d be interested to 
hear what connection you make 
between those issues in the South 
Asian region as well as how they 
would be important to South 
Asia, and South Asians both in the 
region and those living outside 
the region as well.

IR: Neither of these courses 
is particularly about South Asia 
-- that must be obvious. But let’s 
take the Research Methods. I 
would argue that it is relevant 
to anyone hoping to do any 
empirical work in any part of 
the developing world, including 
South Asia. Also, since I designed 
the course, to some extent the 
readings, case studies, examples, 
authors etc. that I assign are 
going to be dominated by 
people I have read, that I have 
been influenced by -- and many 
of them are in fact writers on 
South Asia or coming out of the 

Afghanistan held at the 
CSAS Annual Conference 
in February 2002.  The free 
“Realplayer” application 
is required to watch these 
videos.

Romila Thapar: Searching for 
a Historical Tradition (11/4/
02)
http://webcast.berkeley.edu/
events/details.html?event_
id=75

Romila Thapar: History and 
Contemporary Politics in 

India (11/6/02))
http://webcast.berkeley.edu/
events/details.html?event_
id=35

Panel from our 17th Annual 
South Asia Conference in 
February 2002
titled Kashmir and 
Afghanistan: Religion, 
Ethnicity and the Strategic
Balance in South Asia 
(various speakers)
http://webcast.berkeley.edu/
events/details.html?event_
id=74  ❖

South Asian subcontinent. So 
I wouldn’t say this is a South 
Asia course. I would say if you 
want to do empirical research 
work, particularly in a developing 
country, this is a good course for 
you. In that sense it is relevant 
to students who wish to work in 
South Asia.

CSAS: Perhaps you could 
continue a little further beyond 
your teaching and explain 
how these issues and concerns 
are integrated into your own 
research?

IR: Surely. Let me discuss 
one piece of research I am 
engaged in right now, based in 
South Asia, on my own research 
in India. I am working on a 
critical analysis of the role of 
water prices in agriculture. Why 
is this an important question? 
Because in the last decade or 
perhaps the last fifteen years, the 
ruling ideology in development 
has been, “allow markets to 
work”. Now markets can be 
very efficient. I am not against 
“market discipline” as a means 
of being productive. No! But, 

(cont’d p.9)

(from p.1)

Spring 2003 marked the beginning of the Center’s latest major 
development campaign. Recognizing the importance of Bengali 
language and culture and its absence in our South Asia studies 
program, The Bangla Initiative was kicked off in February with an 
appearance by film personality Aparna Sen and a showing of 
her Mr. & Mrs. Iyer. A group of UC Berkeley supporters and orga-
nizers of The Bangla Initiative later met with Sen over dinner to 
discuss the upcoming campaign.

The need for Bengali language instruction at Berkeley to com-
plement area studies of Bangladesh and India and to present 
the work of some of the world’s seventh most commonly spoken 
language’s greatest writers and creative artists is obvious. The 
Bangla Initiative’s goals will be in three areas: raising funds for 
language training, library endowment, and student fellowships.

You’ll be hearing more about The Bangla Initiative in upcom-
ing months as the Center and the community jointly move into 
partnership activities to provide the resources ensuring Bengali 
language training in the Berkeley program.  ❖



4 5

South Asia Courses for Fall 2003
Department & Course Number Course Title Instructor Units
African American Studies 142A Third World Cinema TBA 4
Agricultural & Resource Economics C251
  (Crosslisted: Economics C270A) Agriculture in Economic Development E. Sadoulet, E. Ligon 3
Anthropology C160 
  (Crosslisted: Interdisciplinary Studies C160,
   Folklore C160) Forms of Folklore A. Dundes 4
Asian Studies 010A Introduction to Traditional Asian Cultures J. Riegel 4
City & Regional Planning 115 Urbanization in Developing Countries A. Roy 3
City & Regional Planning 271 Development Theories and Practices A. Roy 3
Economics 271 Seminar in Economic Development and Planning P. Bardhan 3
Economics 280A International Economics P. Bardhan 3
Economics C171
  (Crosslisted: Environmental Economics &
   Policy C151) Economic Development A. DeJanvry 4
Economics C270A
  (Crosslisted: Agricultural & Resource
Economics C251) Analytics of Economic Development & Planning E. Sadoulet, E. Ligon 3
Environmental Economics & Policy C151
  (Crosslisted: Economics C171) Economic Development A. DeJanvry 4
Folklore 250A Folklore Theory and Techniques A. Dundes 4
Folklore C160
  (Crosslisted: Anthropology C160,
   Interdisciplinary Studies C160) Forms of Folklore A. Dundes 4
Geography C55 
  (Crosslisted: Near Eastern Studies C26) Introduction to Central Asia TBA 3
History 114A Medieval and Early Modern India to the Coming of the British E. Irschick 4
History of Art 236 Seminar in the Art of India J. Williams 2,4

History of Art 24           Freshman Seminar: Peace and War in the Art of South & Southeast Asia        J. Williams  1
Near Eastern Studies C26
  (Crosslisted: Geography C55) Introduction to Central Asia TBA 3
Optometry C039B
  (Crosslisted: South and Southeast Asian
   Studies C039C)           The Developing World: Profound Challenges, Needs, and Opportunities         J. Enoch  2
Religious Studies C161
  (Crosslisted: South Asia Studies C127) Religion in Early India A. Von Rospatt 4
Religious Studies C165  
  (Crosslisted: South Asian Studies C140) Hindu Mythology R. Goldman 4
Slavic Languages and Literature 146 East/ West Encounters: The Literatures of Orientalism H. Ram 4
South Asian Studies 005A
  (Four sections) Great Books of India Staff 4
South Asian Studies 124 Modern Indian Literature Staff 4
South Asian Studies 215A Readings in Indian Buddhist Texts A. Von Rospatt 4
South Asian Studies C127
  (Crosslisted: Religious Studies C161) Religion in Early India A. Von Rospatt 4
South Asian Studies C140
  (Crosslisted: Religious Studies C165) Hindu Mythology R. Goldman 4
South Asian Studies HU 001A   
  (Two Sections) Introductory Hindi Staff 5
South Asian Studies HU 100A Intermediate Hindi U. Jain 5
South Asian Studies HU 101A Readings in Modern Hindi U. Jain 3
South Asian Studies HU 102A Urdu Script and Poetry H. Chopra 3
South Asian Studies HU 221 Hindi Literature V. Dalmia 4
South Asian Studies P 100A   
  (Two Sections) Intermediate Punjabi U. Ubhi 5
 South Asian Studies S 100A Elementary Sanskrit S. Goldman 5
South Asian Studies S 101A Intermediate Sanskrit S. Goldman 5
South Asian Studies S 200A Readings in Sanskrit Literature R. Goldman 3
South Asian Studies T 001A Introductory Tamil K. Hart 5
South Asian Studies T 100A
  (Two Sections) Intermediate Tamil G. Hart 3,5
South Asian Studies T 101A Poems of Ancient, Medieval and Modern Tamil Literature G. Hart 
South Asian Studies T 210A Seminar in Tamil Literature G. Hart
South & Southeast Asian Studies 039G Freshman/ Sophomore Seminar: “Think Gender” in Indian Short Stories K. Hart 2,4
South & Southeast Asian Studies 250 Seminar in South Asian Studies A. Thompson 4
South & Southeast Asian Studies 294A  Methods in South and Southeast Asian Studies S. Blackburn 4
South & Southeast Asian Studies C039C
  (Crosslisted: Optometry C039B) Freshman/ Sophomore Seminar: The Developing World:
 Profound Challenges, Needs, and Opportunities.  J. Enoch 2
Theater 119 Performance Theory: Indian Performance Over the Ages S. Chatterjee 4
Theater 121 Performance and Culture: Theater of Asia America S. Chatterjee 4
Women’s Studies 141 Women and World Development P. Bachetta 4
Women’s Studies 241 Women and World Development P. Bacchetta 4

5
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Amita Baviskar (Ciriacy-Wanthrup Fellow, Institute of 
International Studies, during 2002-2003) is an associate 
professor of sociology at the University of Delhi, India, whose 
work concerns the cultural politics of environment and 
development. Her book In the Belly of the River: Tribal Conflicts 
over Development in the Narmada Valley (Oxford University Press 
1995) and other publications present an intimate and complex 
view of tribal resistance to state policies of forest conservation 
and dam-induced displacement, and offer a critique of 
representations of indigeneity within globalized environmental 
movements. Her research deals with issues of cultural 
identity and agency as they emerge in conflicts around land, 
forests, pastures and water and other environmental arenas 
dominated by state practices. Her most recent project focuses 
on the restructuring of urban landscapes and livelihoods as 
a consequence of bourgeois environmentalism in Delhi. Her 
academic work is informed by working closely with activist 
groups, in particular the People’s Union for Civil Liberties.

Natalie Boero (Graduate Student, Sociology) was the Workshop 
Coordinator for CSAS’ May 2003 Workshop held on the Berkeley 
campus, New Directions in South Asia Studies.

Ruprekha Chaudhry (Graduate Student, South and Southeast 
Asian Studies) is the Conference Coordinator for CSAS’ 
summer 2003 Ford Foundation-sponsored workshop in India, 
Conversations Between Economists and Anthropologists II: 
Approaches to Collective Action on the Commons.

Pradeep Chhibber (Political Science, and Indo-American 
Community Chair in India Studies) presented a talk titled  
“The Formation of National Party Systems: Federalism and 
Party Competition in India” at the Weatherhead Center for 
International Affairs at Harvard University in April 2003

Lawrence Cohen (Anthropology and South and Southeast 
Asian Studies) presented the paper “Film and the Fantasy 
of Operation” on the panel Bollywood, Power, Politics at the 
University of Wisconsin’s 31st Annual Conference on South Asia 
in October 2002.

Huma Dar (Graduate Student, South and Southeast Asian 
Studies) participated in a round table discussion about sexual 
violence in South Asia at the AAROHAN: South Asian Women Rise 
Up Against Violence conference.

Leonard Duhl (Public Health) The Pan American Health and 
Education Foundation, a U.S.-based non-profit partner of the 
Pan American Health Organization, has named Leonard Duhl 
the winner of its Abraham Horwitz Award for Inter-American 
Health. A professor of public health and city planning, Duhl was 
selected for his pioneering work related to healthy cities and 
healthy communities. Considered to be the intellectual father of 
the “healthy city” concept, he has radically changed thinking 
about urban health, having written about the concept of sick 
cities as early as 1952. He also is a pioneer in associating 
urban design with mental health. The Abraham Horwitz Award 
honors those whose lifetime careers in medicine or public 
health have impacted the lives and health of the peoples of Latin 
America and the Caribbean. Duhl accepted the award at a Pan 
American Health Organization conference on Sept. 25, 2002 in 
Washington, D.C. Duhl actively participated in the Center for 
South Asia Studies’ Workshop on Health, Environment, Society 
and Globalization in South Asia during the 2001-2002 academic 
year.

Mark Koops Elson is the new Program Representative at 
CSAS, replacing Chris Plummer. He is a PhD Candidate in 
Anthropology at the University of Chicago, and his dissertation 
is titled “Risk Cover: An Ethnography of Life Insurance in 
Mumbai.”

Murray Emeneau (Emeritus Professor, Linguistics) turned 99 
in February. See bottom of this article for a photograph from 
a faculty party in his honor on this occasion. The current 
Department of Linguistics at the University of California, 
Berkeley was constituted in 1953 by Emeneau, a distinguished 
scholar of Sanskrit and Dravidian languages, and was 
subsequently chaired by Mary Haas, a leading scholar of both 
American Indian and Asian languages. At present there are 15 
faculty and 6 retired professors associated with the department.

Jay Enoch (Optometry) In AY 2002-2003, Prof. Jay Enoch  will 
be teaching South, South-East Asian Studies (39C) for the first 
5 weeks of both Fall and Winter semesters.  This change has 
been made because of the large numbers of students who had 
to be turned away for the last three years.  This 2 credit hour 
Freshman-Sophomore Seminar is approved for Area Studies 
requirements.  Formerly, it was taught in only the Fall semester.  
On October 18th, in a unique ceremony - a first of its kind for 
Spain, Enoch received an Honorary Degree, Honorus Causa, 
from the Polytechnic University of Catalonia (Barcelona and 
Terrassa).  A special journal issue of Ver y Oir (Seeing and 
Hearing) was dedicated to him as well.  And separately, he 
had the honor of dedicating a new University Eye Clinic at the 
University of Santiago de Compostela in Galicia, Spain.  During 
this same trip, he had occasion to visit the WHO in Geneva to 
discuss the growing and major problem of vision care for the 
partially-sighted populations in the Developing World including 
in South and Southeast Asia.

Robert P. Goldman (South and Southeast Asian Studies) 
presented the paper “The New Sanskrit: The Uses of an Ancient 
Tongue in a Postmodern World” on the panel Sanskrit in Modern 

Faculty,
Visiting Scholar
& Graduate Student News
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India at the University of Wisconsin’s 31st Annual Conference on 
South Asia in October 2002. Goldman is the co-president of the 
Epic Studies Section of the XII World Sanskrit Conference to be 
held in Helsinki this coming July 2003, at which he will present 
“To Wake a Sleeping Giant: Valmiki’s Account(s) of the Life and 
Death of Kumbhakarna.” Sally Goldman (South and Southeast 
Asian Studies) will present “Sita’s War: Representations of the 
Feminine in the Yuddhakanda of  Valmiki’s Ramayana” at the 
same conference. The Goldmans were the instructors for a the 
spring 2003 Arts of Asia Lecture Series at the Society for Asian 
Art, Chong-Moon Lee Center for Asian Art and Culture, San 
Francisco titled The Painted Tale: Art and Narrative in Traditional 
Asia. For this lecture series series, Robert Goldman presented 
the lecture “Baby Pictures: Courtly Painting, Calendar Art and 
the Childhood of Krishna” in January 2003 and as the final 
lecture of the series in April 2003 “The Greatest Story Ever 
Drawn: The Ramayana in the Art and Literature of Asia.”

Luis Gonzales-Reimann (South and Southeast Asian Studies) 
completed a new book, The Mahabharata and the Yugas: India’s 
Great Epic Poem and the Hindu System of World Ages. New York: 
Peter Lang.

Kausalya Hart (South and Southeast Asian Studies) is authoring 
a series of new Tamil language pedagogical materials designed 
for high schools in Northern California in cooperation with the 
California Tamil Academy. These will include a Tamil Grammar 
for High School Students, an accompanying dictionary volume, 
and a series of structured readings tentatively titled Golden Tamil 
Stories. At present, this institution has more than 250 weekend 
students of Tamil enrolled. Along with Ms. Hart, the Academy is 
negotiating with the Fremont, California School District about 
the inclusion of Tamil as an elective subject in the high school 
curriculum, and a process of certification of Tamil language 
teachers for teaching such coursework. Ms. Hart explains that 
there is great support for this idea among the students and 
parents in the Fremont area, and that such a proposal is not 
unique since there are several California Central Valley school 
districts where Panjabi is taught as an elective subject.

Barbara Metcalf (History, UC Davis) presented the paper 
“Reinventing Islamic Politics in Interwar India,” at the 
conference titled Living Together Separately held at the 
India International Centre, New Delhi in December 2002. 
Barbara Metcalf has recently been appointed to an endowed 
professorship at the University of Michigan.

Thomas Metcalf (History, Sarah Kailath Professor in India 
Studies and Chair, Center for South Asia Studies) presented the 
paper “The Myths of Lucknow,” at the conference titled Living 
Together Separately held at the India International Centre, New 
Delhi on December 2002. In April 2003, there was a special 
conference held in his honor at International House, Berkeley, 
sponsored by the Center for South Asia Studies, the Department 
of History and the Townsend Center for the Humanities and 
titled How Empire Mattered: Imperial Structures and Globalization in 
the Era of British Imperialism. Information about this conference is 
available on the Center for South Asia Studies’ web site. He will 

become an Emeritus Professor of History in summer 2003 upon 
his retirement from teaching in the Department of History, and 
stepping down as Chair of the Center for South Asia Studies and 
Sarak Kailath Chair in India Studies.

Gita Pai (Graduate Student, History of Art) presented her paper 
“Severed from Sacrosanct Sites, Removed from Ritual Roles: A 
Look at Religious Indian Art in Secular Museum Spaces” at the 
University of Arizona Art History Graduate  Student Association 
Symposium called Out of Context on 7 February 2003.

Joyojeet Pal (Graduate Student, School of Information 
Management and Systems) has a  paper in the Spring 2003 
issue of Contemporary South Asia titled “The Threshold Theory: 
An Examination of the Developmental Promise of Information 
and Communications Technology in India.” He edited and 
compiled the 5th edition of the CSAS South Asia Film Guide, which 
was published in the spring of 2003.

Chris Plummer (CSAS Program Representative) left CSAS in June 
2003 to begin the Ph.D. program in the Department of South 
and Southeast Asian Studies at UC Berkeley.

Steven M. Poulos (former Vice Chair, Center for South Asia 
Studies) left his position as Vice-Chair of the Center for 
South Asia Studies. Poulos has recently become the Director 
of the new South Asia Language Resource Center (http://
salrc.uchicago.edu) at the University of Chicago.

Daisy Rockwell (Vice Chair, Center for South Asia Studies) 
has accepted the position of Vice-Chair of the Center for 
South Asia Studies at the University of California at Berkeley, 
replacing Steven M. Poulos, who retired from the University of 
California. Her position began in Berkeley in June 2003. She 
works on Hindi and Urdu literature and film.  Prior to comiing 
to Berkeley, she taught Hindi and Urdu literature and film at 
Loyola University, Chicago.  Rockwell presented the paper 
“Visionary Choreographies: Guru Dutt’s Experiments in Film 
Song Picturization” on the panel Politics and Poetics of Visual 
Aesthetics in Bombay Cinema at the University of Wisconsin South 
Asia Conference 2003, which she chaired. 

Leo E. Rose (Emeritus Professor, Political Science) contributed 
the article “Ethnic Factors in the Politics of Nepal and Bhutan” 
in Paul Wallace, editor, Political Violence in South Asia: Ethnicity 
and External Factors (forthcoming in 2003).  ❖

Pioneering UC Berkeley 
Linguistics Professor Murray 
Emeneau was honored on the 
occasion of his 99th birthday 
in February 2003. The current 
Department of Linguistics at 
Berkeley was constituted in 
1953 by this distinguished 
Sanskrit and Dravidian scholar. 
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 Hon. Consul General H.H.S. 
Viswanathan introduces Aparna 
Sen and the screening of the 
film Mr. and Mrs. Iyer in the 
International House Auditorium 
on Friday, February 14, 2003.   

 Professor Joanna Williams 
(History of Art).   

 Anmol Chadha, Ivan 
Jaigirdar (of ThirdI South Asian 
Underground Cinema) and Sonya 
Mehta. NOT SHOWN: Fourth 
panelist Juveria Aleem.  

 Huma Dar (left) and Anita 
Anantharam (right), both Ph.D. 
candidates in the Department 
of South and Southeast Asian 
Studies, presented papers as 
part of the panel titled Muslim 
Women of South Asia: Locus of 
Resistance, Within and Without.   

 Dr. Daisy Rockwell, incoming 
Vice-Chair and Academic 
Coordinator of the Center for 
South Asia Studies,will replace Dr. 
Steven M. Poulos, who is retiring 
after more than 13 years of 

committed service. Dr. Rockwell 
joined the Center in June, 2003. 
Previously she taught at Loyola 
University, Chicago. Dr. Rockwell 
holds a Ph.D. in Hindi literature 
from the University of Chicago.   

 Berkeley Graduate Students 
Mrinalini Rajagopalan (far right) 
and Madhuri Desai (middle) 
were the organizers of several 
conference panels, Critical 
Perspectives on South Asian 
Architecture Historiography and 
Creative Contestations in the 
South Asian City.

 Katy Hodess (UCB Freshman) 
and Ruprekha Chowdhury 
(Graduate Student, South and 
Southeast Asian Studies)   

 Nagarjun Devaraj and Nani 
Mahanta, Rotary World Peace 
scholars, International and Area 
Studies  ❖.
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the fact is, water is an extremely 
critical commodity for drinking, 
for life, and for the livelihoods 
of small farmers, fishermen 
and other aquatic-dependent 
communities. It was not clear to 
me to what extent conservation 
in water use or protection of 
water quality should (or can) be 
left to the markets. So I thought 
that I would examine this issue in 
the context of agricultural water 
prices and water conservation in 
India. So through a case study 
in Maharastra that I know very 
well, where I collected my own 
data, I am estimating what the 
reasons are for the lack of water 
conservation in agriculture, 
or “wasteful use” of water in 
agriculture. And to what extent a 
policy of higher water prices (to 
approximate the marginal value 
of water) can actually help to 
solve the wasteful use problem 
in agriculture. My economic 
analysis and institutional analysis 
suggest that water prices may 
be of limited use, although not 
no use, in inducing farmers to 
save more water when they 
irrigate their crops. Other factors 
– such as crop support prices, 
or the timing and predictability 
of the irrigation delivery system 
– are more important by far. I 
am looking into whether some 
of the reasons for the limited 
role of water prices are, in fact, 
applicable to other Asian regions 
that have canal irrigation as 
the center of their agricultural 
systems. That means Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, perhaps Iran. In fact, 
I am doing a little parallel study 
ofTurkey, and I am finding pretty 
similar preliminary results for 
Turkey, too. 

CSAS: It is good that you 
made the connection with 
Turkey, as that leads me into my 
next question about your own 

experience as a graduate student. 
You completed your doctoral 
degree in Applied Economics 
from Stanford University’s Food 
Research Institute. I am interested 
to hear about the field research 
that you had conducted as a 
graduate student, part of which 
I understand to have been in 
Turkey.

IR: Actually by the time I 
went to Turkey I had already 
finished my Ph.D. I did two years 
of post doctoral work in Turkey 
with the International Water 
Management Institute. As a 
doctoral student I had done my 
field research in Maharashtra. 
I spent about nine or ten 
months in rural Maharashtra. 
What I looked at was a village 
in Maharastra in Ahmednagar 
District – which is very drought 
prone, very dry – but has canal 
irrigation. I was looking at 
the contrast between how the 
state of Maharashtra Irrigation 
Department runs the canal 
system and how this particular 
village ran a sub-section of the 
canal system which they had, in 
some sense, taken over from the 
irrigation department. Once the 
irrigation department brought 
the water to the village outlet, 
the village committee and not 
the government was in charge 
of allocating the water, deciding 
how to enforce the rules, how to 
adjust when there was a drought 
and so on. So it was essentially 
a case study of cooperation 
and conflict over water in 
Maharashtra. 

CSAS: Having worked in 
India, and in another country, 
Turkey, and done work on similar 
issues, what parallels did you 
find between those two different 
contexts?

 IR: Both the Turkey study and 
the India study were on canal 
irrigation systems in drought-
prone regions, so there certainly 
were similarities. In both cases, 

irrigation water was so essential 
to farming that people talked 
about it all the time. That was a 
new experience for me, all these 
tea-shop conversations on how 
much water there was this year 
and when was it going to be 
released to the farmers. Another 
similarity that I found amongst 
both the small farmers in India 
and in Turkey was their very high 
level of skill. Turkey is much richer 
country than India -- their small 
farms were maybe eight to ten 
hectares. Whereas in India, the 
average farmer I talked to had 
maybe two to three hectares. 
In both places, they had clear 
ideas about why they needed the 
water, why they used the water 
the way they used it, what their 
problems were, in what ways 
those problems could be solved, 
who could solve them best, and 
how they wanted to proceed with 
their farming practices in the 
future. And yet both in India and 
in Turkey, even now, many urban 
people think of small farmers as 
“simple people”… I never met 
less simple people in my life! 
Interestingly enough, in both 
cases I found that the farmers 
were quite market-oriented. 
Maybe amongst the Indian 
farmers there was a little more 
concern with food production, 
with subsistence, than there was 
in Turkey. The region in Turkey 
where I worked has been known 
for hundreds of years for its 
olives, and raisin grapes. These 
are obviously not your basic 
food crops. In India I remember 
talking to a three acre farmer 
- three acres! A pretty small plot 
of land even in India. I asked 
him about whether his food 
security had improved since the 
cooperative had begun to run the 
canal system instead of the state 
and he said, “Before I answer 
you, can I ask you something?” 
I said yes. He said “I heard that 
there is a great demand for lauki 
…,” you know that bowling pin 

Interview cont’d shaped squash? “…that there 
is a great demand for lauki in 
the Gulf. Do you know anything 
about it?” I didn’t. But it was 
interesting that he thought, here 
is a person from the outside, let 
me ask her about the markets… 
Similarly, I would meet farmers 
in Turkey, not that well off, in 
a café, drinking tea, and they 
would say to me “You’ve been 
to Europe, right?” and I would 
say “Yes, I have been to Europe 
a couple of times.” Then after a 
pause one of them would say 
something like, “Do you think 
that I could contract with some 
German companies if I decided 
to grow cotton in completely 
organic conditions? In Europe I 
heard they don’t like pesticides.” 
I didn’t know the answers to 
these questions, obviously. But 
it fascinated me that they were 
thinking in this way. I don’t know 
why that surprised me, but it did. 

CSAS: Among the different 
types of issues that you are 
examining in your research, 
such as the political economy of 
water, common property resource 
management, river and water 
conflicts, access to resources 
and environmental justice, 
environmental justice stands out 
for me as a somewhat important 
concept with which not everyone 
is familiar. It would be very 
interesting to hear you describe 
how that concept and the related 
issues are important to you in 
your work, and its applicability 
to looking at environmental 
concerns in South Asia.

IR: Environmental justice 
covers a very interesting, and 
relatively new, body of questions, 
concerns and theories. It links 
environmental concerns with 
social justice. Environmental 
justice scholarship asks, for 
example: if there has been 
damage to you from an 
environmental policy, or of an 

(cont’d p.10)

(from p. 4)
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environmental nature, how 
has that damage affected your 
community’s social life, your 
economic prospects, your family’s 
health and so on. In what ways 
can you be compensated for 
that damage, and what are the 
pathways through which you and 
your community can confront and 
challenge these policies? What 
are the connection between 
race, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status and environmental 
practices and policies? The 
best known case in India of 
the struggle for environmental 
justice – amongst other issues 
– is that of the Sardar Sarovar 
dam on the Narmada River. 
The oustees are facing a grave 
environmental injustice -- that 
is, through a government policy 
of constructing a very high dam 
and flooding out their homes and 
villages, they are being displaced 
against their will. Many potential 
oustees, who are part of the 

Narmada Bachao Andolan (‘Save 
the Narmada Movement’) say 
that nothing compensates for the 
loss of home and livelihood, they 
want their own lands back and 
don’t want the river dammed. 
But what of those people who 
have already been displaced or 
moved. It is not enough in these 
circumstances to say that you 
can compensate by giving these 
families the same size of land 
that they had before, because 
what people lose – and this is 
very typical of environmental 
justice considerations  – what 
you lose is not merely a particular 
home or even habitat. What you 
lose when you are displaced in 
this way is your entire community 
network. The social relationships 
that you have built up over the 
years. The insurance that you 
provide for each other in cases 
of trouble -- as you know there 
is often no other form of social 
security in rural areas in South 
Asia. You lose the cultural and 
spiritual life to which rivers and 

lakes are often central. You lose 
all of that. How can we come to 
an understanding of the nature 
and extent of such losses, and 
on what bases can affected 
communities make claims on the 
larger society? These questions 
are extremely important for all 
countries which are modernizing 
or industrializing, very often at 
the cost of major environmental 
and social transformation. 

A less public but deadly 
problem that many rural 
communities face, in all parts of 
the developing world, including 
South Asia, is contaminated 
drinking water. Fecal pathogens 
and agricultural residues seep 
into the groundwater, and poor 
rural and peri-urban people have 
to drink that water untreated. 
Children under the age of 5 
regularly die from diarrhea, yet 
the people who suffer from 
these diseases are not always 
the source of the contamination. 
They’re also powerless and 
poor, so their water doesn’t get 
disinfected, chlorinated etc. I’m 
working with some colleagues 
up at LBL on community based 
solutions to this problem – this is 
not just an epidemiological issue 
but clearly one of environmental 
justice as well. We are looking 
at a Mexico case study, and 
eventually hope to extend the 
study to India and Bangladesh 
as well. 

CSAS: That’s very interesting 
and I am sure that the readership 
of the Newsletter will enjoy 
reading about that. At this point 
I would like to ask you what your 
plans are for the future.

IR: Let me tell you about 
two projects that I am proposing 
to work on over the next few 
years. First, the Ford Foundation 
has given a grant through your 
Center, actually, to Pranab 
Bardhan, David Szanton and 
myself, and we are going to 
hold a workshop in Goa in the 

Interview, cont’d coming year on the methodology 
of studying common property 
issues in South Asia. We hope 
to bring together scholars from 
anthropology, sociology as well 
as economics – a mix of those 
who work with qualitative and 
quantitative methods -- to try to 
bridge what has become a major 
epistemological gap in looking 
at issues of the commons, and 
indeed of environmental and 
resource issues more generally. 
This is what I spoke about earlier, 
when I discussed the Methods 
course. We are very excited about 
this workshop and we hope that 
it is going to lead to a good set 
of papers where people are going 
to bring in their diverse points of 
view and diverse experiences on 
local common properties in South 
Asia. As you know, local common 
properties include water, air, 
land, pastures, forests -- and 
many people, especially poor 
communities, depend on these 
natural resources and on the 
common property nature of these 
natural resources. We hope that 
this workshop will bring together 
scholars to explore new ways to 
study these natural resources, 
and will generate inter-
disciplinary cross-fertilization. 

The second issue I hope to 
work on – though perhaps after 
a  year or so -- is on how can 
one understand, analyze and 
(ideally!) resolve transnational 
water conflicts. In South Asia 
the most major example of such 
a conflict is that of the Ganga 
– Brahmaputra - Meghna basin 
where India, Bangladesh and 
Nepal are all dependent on the 
waters of this major system. 
Except for one agreement 
between the Government of 
India and the Government of 
Bangladesh, there are many, 
many unresolved issues about 
how to allocate those waters 
fairly, how the different upstream 
and downstream issues are going 

(cont’d next page)
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Academic Year 2002-2003 
Foreign Language & Area Studies

(FLAS) Fellowship Recipients

Shalini Ayyagari, Music, Hindi
Prudence Bruns, DSSEAS, Sanskrit

Ruprekha Chowdhury, DSSEAS, Hindi
Jaquelin Cochran, Energy & Resources Group, Hindi

Elizabeth Encisco, DSSEAS, Sanskrit
Mather George, Anthropology, Hindi
Shilpi Gupta, IAS/Journalism, Hindi
Katherine Lemons, Rhetoric, Hindi

Michelle Morton, History, Hindi
Gita Pai, DSSEAS, Tamil

Rahul Parson, DSSEAS, Hindi
Natasha Pinto, UCB/Health & Medical Sciences and 

UCSF/Medicine, Hindi
Samir Shah, Asian Studies, Hindi

Fouzieyha Towghi, Medical Anthropology, Urdu
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to play out and what the impact 
is of re-allocating water in a 
more equitable and sustainable 
manner on this basin. I’ve already 
worked on water conflicts, water 
allocation and agricultural 
impacts of re-allocation at a 
small scale – I’m looking forward 
to thinking about these same 
issues on a much larger scale. 
This is something I would like to 
do in collaboration with other 
people on this campus. UCB has 
terrific scholars who work on 
transnational water conflicts, and 
of course we have equally terrific 
scholars on the political economy 
of South Asia,  and I hope to 
bring these two groups of people 
together, and work on a joint 
project a couple of years down 
the road. 

CSAS: Thank you very much. 
Is there anything further that you 
would like to add?

IR: I’d like to encourage 
scholars who are interested in 
South Asia to think about the 
importance of natural resources. 
South Asia has already produced 
outstanding research on 
environment and development, 
and I’d really like to see even 
more South Asianists bringing 
their understanding of the 
history, culture and economics of 
South Asia – bringing those skills 
to bear on thinking through and 
resolving some of these natural 
resource issues.  In the same way, 
I would encourage people who 
are interested in natural resource 
policies, politics and economics 
to think about South Asia as a 
site for their research – even 
though they may not think of 
themselves as South Asianists 
-- because there are so many 
critical problems and exciting 
opportunities there. 

CSAS: Thank you very much!  ❖

Dep’t of South/
Southeast Asian 
Studies Methods 
Symposium, 
Spring ‘03

Graduate student papers pre-
sented at the spring symposium 
included:

TEXTUALITIES
Chris Wallace “Language, Dis-
course, Textuality: theoretical 
considerations on an 11th cen-
tury work of Tantric Philosophy”
Robert Raddock “Toward a 
Subaltern Historiography of Re-
ception; Or, What’s inscribed in 
Ramayana quotation?”
Sophearith Siyonn “The Rama-
yana in Cambodia”
Rahul Parson “Reflections on 
Sexual Difference in Khmer and 
Valmiki Ramayana”

INTERPRETATIONS
Mitra Ara “Seven Sages and Sets 
of Sevens in Ancient Indo-Iranian 
Religious and Cultural System”
Ruprekha Chowdhury “Ramak-
rishna, Videsh and the Vedanta 
Society: An Ethnography”
Lisa Encisco “From Vedic Ritual to 
Puranic Devotion: Evidence of a 
Cognitive Shift?”

REREADING HISTORY
Preetha Mani “Reading Revolu-
tions”
Quan Tran “Ho Xuan Huong: sur-
passing the sexualized body”
Laurie Ross “Performing the 
Dutch East Indies: The Colonial 
Expositions as a Shaper of His-
tory”

POLITICS AND 
(POST)COLONIALITY
Scott Schlossberg “Evil Times: 
Late Colonialism and the Kaliyug 
in Premchand’s ‘Godan’”
Yanrui Song “Nyai Ontosoroh’s 
Legal Situation”  

Raka Ray, Chair, Center for South Asia Studies and 
Associate Professor of Sociology and South Asian Studies

Awards:
2003-2004 Townsend Center Initiative Grant

Publications:
2003  (with Seemin Qayum) “Grappling with Modernity: 
Calcutta’s Respectable Classes and the Culture of Domestic 
Servitude” Ethnography 4:4 (forthcoming)

2003  “On Engendering A Better Life”  John Foran, Kumkum 
Bhavnani and Priya Kurien (eds)  Feminist Futures: Re-
Imagining Women, Culture and Development. Zed Press

Presentations:
2003   “Grappling with Modernity: India’s Middle Classes and 
the Culture of Domestic Servitude” University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, March.

2003  “Grappling With Modernity: Kolkata’s Middle Classes 
and the Imperatives of Domestic Servitude” Fisher Center for 
Men and Women, Hobart and William Smith Colleges, February

2002  “India’s globalizing middle class and the imperatives of
domestic servitude” November, University of California, Davis.

(from previous page)
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

19th Annual South Asia Conference
at the University of California, Berkeley

Conference Dates: February 13-14, 2004 (Friday & Saturday)

Call for Panel Proposals
Panel proposals are invited from scholars in any field 
related to South Asia.  Panels nay be on contemporary 
or historical topics in fields such as anthropology, po-
litical science, history, economics, and development 
studies, literature and language, history of art and 
architecture, geography, environmental management 
and health, film and communications, and religious 

and cultural studies.  Interdisciplinary or multinational 
panels are particularly welcome.  Scholars in the pro-
fessional schools are especially encouraged to submit 
panels.  Please note: Only panel proposals adhering to the 
guidelines listed below will be submitted to the Conference 
Committee.  No individual papers will be considered.

Calendar
Deadline for panel proposals: Wednesday, September 3, 2003 
Notice of acceptance or decline or proposal: Wednesday, September 24, 2003
Deadline for registration of participants: Wednesday, October 22, 2003

Proposal Guidelines
Each panel should include 3 presenters, one discussant 
and one panel chair.  Panels must be between 3 and 5 
people (e.g. panel participants may serve dual roles).  
No presentation to exceed 20 minutes in length and 
no panel to exceed 1-1/2 hours.  Written agreement 
from panelists, discussants and chairs, confirming 
participation must be submitted with proposal.  This 
confirmation may be sent electronically directly 
from each participant to the Conference Coordinator 
(csasasst@uclink.berkeley.edu) or collected by the 
panel organizer and forwarded (with the original 
email header included) to the Conference Coordinator 

(csasasst@uclink.berkeley.edu).  Each panel proposal 
should include panel title and panel abstract as well 
as individual titles and abstracts.  Panel proposals may 
be sent electronically to the Conference Coordinator as 
MSWord attachments.   It is the responsibility of the 
panel organizer to ensure that all of these requirements 
are met.  Panels failing to adhere to these guidelines will 
not be considered.

All communications for each panel will be directed to the 
panel organizer only.  It is the responsibility of the panel 
organizer to communicate with his/her panel.

Address for Correspondence
19th Annual South Asia Conference

Center for South Asia Studies
10 Stephens Hall MC2310

University of California
Berkeley, CA 94720-2310

Telephone: 510/642-3608
Fax: 510/643-5793
Email: csas@uclink.berkeley.edu
Web: http://ias.berkeley.edu/southasia/conference.html


