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Abstract
In the years leading up to India’s independence, a young Punjabi woman known to us only
as Mrs. A. joined psychoanalyst Dev Satya Nand for an experiment in his new, “Oriental”
method of dream analysis. Her analysis contained a surge of emotion and reflections on
sexuality, gender, marriage, ambition, and art as she turned to female figures from the
Hindu epics to reimagine her world and its ethical arrangements. These stories, taken
up in surprising ways, helped her envision a future beyond marriage, colonial rule, and
gendered social constraints. This talk explores Mrs. A.’s case and the mythic landscapes
she entered for the ways they put ethics in motion, finding repertoires for the creative
transformation of ideals and highlighting self-conscious and effortful work to enliven
forms typically engaged for their durability.
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