A South Indian Jaina Rathayatra
at Nellikar in Tulunadu
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Maha-mastakabhisheka of Bahubali (981
C.E.) at Shravanabelagola




Karkala Hilltop Stone Image of Bahubali, 1432 C.E,,
with image of yaksha Brahma seated on pillar.




Image of
Bahubali at
Venuru (1604
C.E.)




Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel

Approaching Nellikar from the Karkala-
Venuru Highway



Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel

A view of Nellikar Jain-Pete
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Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel

Steps to the Jain-basadi (temple)
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Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel

A view of the Basadi
within the brick wall
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Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel

A Jain priest (indra) at the temple entrance



Entrance hall for meetings and puja by men. A
picture of muni Anantakirti of Nellikar.

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel



Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel
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The shrine image of the14t Tirthankara
Anantanatha
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Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel




Yaksha Brahmadeva placed high on a
pedestal
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Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel




Outside the temple: a Meru and the
Temple well

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel



Welcome home: “Halemane” (the old
house)

AN NN AN NP ANANAANA AP A A I AN NI NN NI NI NI I,

T
i

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel



Rathotsava at the Udup
Temple
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Preparing ratha
for the festival




Nellikar: the Jain Temple steps (1980)
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The Festival
begins: a Priest
carrying the
Utsava Image of
alJinain
procession.




The procession within the Temple walls




procession

continues

outside the
Temple walls.




Procession
passes in front
of the houses.




A priest carries
the image of

Sarvahna-yaksh
(holding Dharma-
cakra) to the

Ratha.




Priest with the Yaksha-image approaches
the Ratha



The Ratha at the ‘ R N

temple steps,
decorated for
the festival
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The two priests meet before carrying
images up the steps of the Ratha for
worship.



A priest performs
the concluding
mangala-arati of
the festival inside
the temple.




Puja is
performed to
the decorated

images of
Yaksha-Brahma

and B=Devi

Padmavat.




A priest performs
special puja-s to
Yaksha-Brahma as
requested by family
members attending
the festival.
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A South-Indian Jaina Rathayatra at Nellikar in Tulunadu (2008)
Shri AtiSaya-ksetra Nellikaru Basadi (April 4-12, 2008)

P.S. Jaini

Maha Rathayatra Mahotsava-vu Caitra-Suddha 1, Yugadi padya

Dharmika vidhi-vidhanagalu:
Ravivara (4/6/08) §r1 Sarvadhari samvatsara-da ciatra Su. 1, Yugadi Padya.

9.30 a.m. ... Indra-pratisthe, vimana-Suddhi, ntitana dhvajastambha-da pratisthe,
yaksa-pratisthe, madhyahna dhvaja-arohana, ratri Sri-bali-vidhana, utsava,
vasanta-katte-pije ityadi.

Somavara (4/7/08) nitya vidhisahita ...§rT Swami abhiseka, mahanaivedya-puje,
samje gante 5 rimda --- §rT Khsetrapala aradhane-ratre gamte 7 rimda mrttika
samgrahane, ankurarpane, bheritadana, mamgalasititra-bandhana, utsava, vasanta-
katte-ptje ityadi.

Mamgalavara(4/8/08) nitya --- abhiseka, mahanaivedya piije, samje gante 5-
namdimangala-vidhana, ratri utsava, vasanta- katte-ptje ityadi.

Budhavara (4/9/08) nitya-abhiseka...samje gante 5 --- vastuvidhana, navagraha-
$anti homa, vasanta-katteptje ityadi.

Guruvara (4/10/08) gante 8 a.m. nitya vidhi-sahita §ri Anantanatha-Swami sannidhi-
yalli megina-nele (Upstairs) $§1T Candranatha-Swami mattu  §rT Brahmayaksa -
devara sannidhiyalli pamcamrta-abhiseka, §rT Kalyanamamdira

Yantraradhane ... mahamamgalarati, samje gamte 4 rimda Sri-pithaYantra-
ardhane, ... samje gante 8- §1r7 Adinatha-Swamige 54 kalasa abhiseka, Ashvattha-
katte-piije, Aramane katte-ptije, dhvaja-mara-katte-pije utsava ityadi.
Shukravara (4/11/08) 8.a.m. Rathotsva-amgavagi §1T Anantanatha-Swamige, §11
Candranatha-Swamige ksirabhiseka, §1T Brahmadeva-ra sannidhiyalli pamcamrta-
abhiseka, $rT bali-vidhana, ratha-samproksane, laksa-hiivina pije, ratharohana-
kke prasada-bedike, maha-naivedya-piije, maha mamgalarati, $rT Sarvhna-
yaksana $r1 vihara, gramabali, madhyahna 12-35 kke $r1 Brahmadevara
darSana, patri-yomdige $r1 Anantanatha- Swamiya ratharohana.

nantara samgha-santarpane hagi sarvajanika anna-santarpane.
ratri gamte 7 rimda §r1 Samavasarana-piije, Rathotsava, Swamige 108 kalasa-
mahabhiseka ityadi.

Shanivara (4/12/08) Caitra Suddha 7 nitya-vidhi-sahita §rT Swami mattu $11
Brahmayaksadevara sannidhiyalli abhiseka, ratri gamte 8-rimda kumkumotsava
mattu dhvajarohana, kamkana-visarjane, prasada-vitarane.



On the title INDRA for the temple priest “Jaina brahmana”:
SrimanMandaramastake Sucijalair dhautaih sadarbhaksataih,
pithe muktivaram nidhaya racitam tvatpadapadmasrajah/
Indro'ham nijabhisanartham amalam yajiiopavitam dadhe/
mudra-kankana-§ekharany api tatha janmabhisekotsave//
[Jain Pujapatha-Samgraha, ed. K. Chabda, Calcutta, No date.]

See also Mandira-Vedr-pratistha-Kalasarohana-vidhi, Varanasi.1962]

The present day Carukirti Bhattaraka of Shravanabelgola comes from a family of
Indras. The Jain temple priests of Northern Karnataka are known as Upadhye-s.

The late Professor A.N. Upadhye and Muni Vidyananda-ji (presently in Delhi) come
from this community. Digambaras elsewhere do not have temple priests: Jain laymen
perform pujas.

Inscriptional record of a temple priest “Jaina-Brahmana’’:
P.B. Desai: Jainism in South India, p.158, Solapur 1957.

At Amarapuram (in Karnataka) in the year 1278 A.D. came into being a magnificent
temple dedicated to god Prasanna Par§vadeva, which was named Brahmalinalaya.
Balendu Maladharideva, Kundakunanvaya...was responsible for the creation of this
holy structure...Mallisettti...made a gift...for the temple. The income derived from
the gift was to be used for reconstructing the Jaina temple with stone from the
foundation to the pinnacle with the mahamandapa, bhadramandapa,
Lakshmimandapa, gopura, manastambha.... The gift was received by the temple
priest Chellapille who hailed from Bhuvalokanathanalliir in the southern
Pandya country. He was a Jina Brahmana of Yajurveda, Aitareya Sakha,
Vasistha gotra and the pravara Kaundinya-Maitravaruna-Vasistha.... At this
time the region was under the...Nolamba-Pallava chief Irungola II who was a patron
and follower of the Jaina religion. [South Indian Epigraphy, 1917, Appendix C, No.
40-42.]

Two poets of a South Indian brahmana family accepting Jaina faith.

(1) Mahakavi Pushpadanta (=Pupphayamta): [P.L.Vaidya: Harivamsapuranu,
1941] Author of the Apabhrams$a Mahapuranu (completed in $aka 887= 965 C.E.),
during the rule of the Rashtrakuta Krishna III, at Manyakheda=Malkhed village,
(destroyed in 970 C.E.), in Maharashtra. In his prasasti of the Mahapuranu,
Pushpadanta says: Sivabhattaim mi Jinasannasem ve vi mayaim duriyaninnasem/
bambhanaim Kasava-risi-gottaim guru-vayanamiya-puriya-sottaim//
Muddhadevi-Kesava-namaim mahu piyaraim homtu suhadhamaim//

At the end of the Uttarapuranu:

Mannakhedapuravare nivasamte mane Arahamtu deu jhayamte/...
Pupphayamta-kaina dhuyapamkem jai Ahimanameru-namake/

kayau kavvu bhattie paramatthem Jinapaya-pamkaya-mauliya-hatthem/



(2) The tenth century “Kannada-adikavi’’ Pampa

Madhava Somayaji a Kannada brahmana of Vatsagotra > his son Abhimanacandra
> his son Komarayya > his son Bhimappayya (Abhiramadevaraya) > his sons are
Pampa and Jinavallabha. In the Pampabharatamm (Ch. 14, 48), Pampa says thus
about his father: “Of all the jati-s Vipra-jati is the best. But Jinadharma is king
among dharmas. For a Brahmana who desires to excel his jati, Jinadharma is the
ideal choice. With this belief, Abhiramadevaraya = Bhimappayya embraced Jina-
dharma. His son is Pampa, who has the epithet of Kavita-gunarnava.

jatimolellam-uttamada jatiya Viprakulage nambalem-

ato Jinendradharma-me valam dore dharmada-vemdu nambi ta-
j-jatiyan uttarottarama madi negalididan intaratma-vi-

khyatiyan atanada magam negaldam Kavita-gunarnavam// 48//

Pampa is the author of Adipurana and Vikramarjunavijaya (=Pampa-Bharata),
the latter completed in 941 C.E. during the reign of the Calukya Prince Arikesari II
at Vengi (in Andhra). “Pampa's career marks a moment of dramatic intensification
in the production of vernacular literay culture in the Deccan.” Pollock, S.: The
Language of the Gods in the World of Men, 357.

Non-Jainas becoming Jaina ascetics and reformers:

(1) Siddhasena-Divakara (author of Nyayavatara, etc.)

Katyayanagotre §riDevarsiviprasya §riSiddhasenah putrah/

munindrah Siddhaseno'pi §asanasya prabhavanam/ vidadhad vyaharatavanau/
anyada lokavakyena jatipratyayatas tatha/ abalyat Sanskrtabhyast karmadosat. ..
siddhantam Samskrtam kartum icchan samgham vyajijiiapat/...
...adhunaikadasangy asti Sudharmasvamibhasita/

Prakrtam tam ihakarsid anastha 'tra katham hi vah//...

iti paramcikabhikhyat prayascittan mahamhasah/

asya Suddhir Jinajhaya anyatha syat tiraskrtih// (Prabhavakacarita, p. 58.)

Some modern examples of non-Jainas becoming ascetics and reformers:

1) Born in a Brahmakshatriya family, Atmaram became a Sthanakavasi muni, and
was reinitiated as the Murtiptjaka Tapagaccha Muni (Acarya) Vijayanandastri
(1837-1896). He appointed Virchand Raghavji Gandhi to represent the Jain
community at the World's Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893.

(2) Vaisnava GaneSprasad (1864-1961) became Digambara Kshullaka (= Varni) in
1947. He founded the Syadvada Mahavidyalaya, Benaras, in 1905.



(3) A brahmana boy from Punjab, Sushil [bala-diksa 7] became Sthanakavasi Muni
Sushila Kumar under Amara Muni, the founder of the Veerayatana, near Rajagrha
(Bihar). Muni Sushila Kumar violated the rules against travel, visited U.S.A. to
attend the Meeting of World Faiths, and established a Jain center at Siddhacalam.

(4) The Veerayatana modified several rules, notably for travel of their ascetics,
without giving up the traditional designations of Muni and Sadhvi. The Veerayanta
group even honored Sadhvi Candana with the title of an Acarya (traditionally
reserved only for Munis).

From Sthanakavasi to Digambara (via Kundakunda's Samayasara):

(1) (Shvetambara Martiptjaka) Shrimali layman Banarasidas of Agra (1586-1643)
composed his Hindi Samayasara Nataka. Shvetambara Tapagaccha Upadhyaya
Meghavijaya (1653-1704) and Upadhyaya YaSovijaya (1624-1688) have refuted his
“Digambara” views, respectively, in their Yuktiprabodha and the Adhyatma-mata-
partksa.

(2) Raychandbhai Mehta = Shrimad Rajacandra (1861-1901). His grandfather was a
devoted Vaisnava, but his mother was a Sthanakavast Jain. He claimed Jain spiritual
experiences inspired by the works of the Digambara Acarya Kundakunda. A
Sthanakavasi Muni (Laghuraj) took refuge in Shrimad as his Guru and accepted the
Digambara “pinchi” as his rajoharana.

(3) Kanji Swami (1889-1980). A Sthanakavasi Muni from 1913. Influenced by the
Samayasara and other works of Kundakunda, Kanji renounced his mendicant vows
in 1934 and became a Digambara layman. He is the founder of the Kanji Panth.
Many Sthanakavasi as well as Digambara laymen have accepted his teachings,
rejecting the spiritual status and authority of both the Shvetambara and Digambara
ascetics.

sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skosk sk ok

yesam virodhah §aSvatikas tesam dvandva ekavacanam eva/ 2/4/9
Sramana-brahmanam/ kakolalam/ Vyakaranamahabhasyam of Pataiijali
[ed. F. Kielhorn, Vol I, 1962, p. 476, Ma. 2.4.1]



