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Maha-‐mastakabhisheka	  of	  Bahubali	  (981	  
C.E.)	  at	  Shravanabelagola	  



Karkala	  Hilltop	  Stone	  Image	  of	  Bahubali,	  1432	  C.E.,	  
with	  image	  of	  yaksha	  Brahma	  seated	  on	  pillar.	  

	  



Image	  of	  
Bahubali	  at	  
Venuru	  (1604	  

C.E.)	  



Approaching	  Nellikar	  from	  the	  Karkala-‐
Venuru	  Highway	  

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel 

 



A	  view	  of	  Nellikar	  Jain-‐Pete	  

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel 



Steps	  to	  the	  Jain-‐basadi	  (temple)	  

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel  



A	  view	  of	  the	  Basadi	  
within	  the	  brick	  wall	  

	  

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel 



A	  Jain	  priest	  (indra)	  at	  the	  temple	  entrance	  

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel 



Entrance	  hall	  for	  meeUngs	  	  and	  puja	  by	  men.	  	  A	  
picture	  of	  muni	  AnantakirU	  of	  Nellikar.	  

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel  



A	  view	  of	  the	  inner	  shrine:	  	  
Devi	  SarasvaU	  (leY)	  and	  	  
Devi	  PadmavaU	  (right)	  

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel  



The	  shrine	  image	  of	  the14th	  Tirthankara	  
Anantanatha	  

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel  



Yaksha	  Brahmadeva	  placed	  high	  on	  a	  
pedestal	  

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel  



Outside	  the	  temple:	  a	  Meru	  and	  the	  
Temple	  well	  

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel  



Welcome	  home:	  “Halemane”	  (the	  old	  
house)	  

Photograph courtesy of Peter Flugel  



Rathotsava	  at	  the	  Udupi	  ShriKrishna	  
Temple	  



Preparing	  ratha	  
for	  the	  fesUval	  



Nellikar:	  the	  Jain	  Temple	  steps	  (1980)	  



The	  FesUval	  
begins:	  a	  Priest	  
carrying	  the	  

Utsava	  Image	  of	  
a	  Jina	  in	  

procession.	  



The	  procession	  within	  the	  Temple	  walls	  



procession	  
conUnues	  
outside	  the	  
Temple	  walls.	  



Procession	  
passes	  in	  front	  
of	  the	  houses.	  



A	  priest	  carries	  
the	  image	  of	  

Sarvahna-‐yaksh	  
(holding	  Dharma-‐
cakra)	  to	  the	  

Ratha.	  



Priest	  with	  the	  Yaksha-‐image	  approaches	  
the	  Ratha	  



The	  Ratha	  at	  the	  
temple	  steps,	  
decorated	  for	  
the	  fesUval	  



The	  two	  priests	  meet	  before	  carrying	  
images	  up	  the	  steps	  of	  the	  Ratha	  for	  

worship.	  



A	  priest	  performs	  
the	  concluding	  
mangala-‐araU	  of	  
the	  fesUval	  inside	  	  

the	  temple.	  



Puja	  is	  
performed	  to	  
the	  decorated	  
images	  of	  

Yaksha-‐Brahma	  
and	  B=Devi	  
PadmavaU.	  



A	  priest	  performs	  
special	  puja-‐s	  to	  
Yaksha-‐Brahma	  as	  
requested	  by	  family	  
members	  abending	  

the	  fesUval.	  



END	  OF	  SHOW	  



A South-Indian Jaina Rathay!tr! at Nellikar in Tulunadu (2008) 
 

Shr" Ati#aya-k$etra Nellik!ru Basadi (April 4-12, 2008) 
 

P.S. Jaini 
 
Mah! Rathay!tr! Mahotsava-vu Caitra-#uddha 1, Yug!di p!%ya  
  
Dh!rmika vidhi-vidh!naga"u: 
Raviv!ra (4/6/08) #r$ Sarvadh!ri sa%vatsara-da ciatra #u. 1, Yug!di P!&ya. 
 
9.30 a.m. … Indra-prati$&he, vim!na-#uddhi, n'tana dhvajastambha-da prati()he, 
yak$a-prati$&he, madhy!hna dhvaja-!roha*a, r!tri #r"-bali-vidh!na, utsava, 
vasanta-ka))e-p'je ity!di. 
 
Somav!ra (4/7/08) nitya vidhisahita ...#r$ Sw!mi abhi(eka, mah!naivedya-p'je, 
sa%je ga*)e 5 ri%da --- #r" Kh$etrap!la !r!dhane-r!tre ga%)e 7 ri%da m+ttik! 
sa%graha*e, a,kur!rpa*e, bher$t!&ana, ma'galas(tra-bandhana, utsava, vasanta-
ka))e-p'je ity!di. 
 
Ma'ga)av!ra(4/8/08) nitya --- abhi(eka, mah!naivedya p(je, sa%je gan)e 5-
n!'dima*gala-vidh!na, r!tri utsava, vasanta- ka))e-p'je ity!di.  
Budhav!ra (4/9/08) nitya-abhi(eka...sa%je ga*)e 5 --- v!stuvidh!na, navagraha-
#!nti homa, vasanta-ka))ep'je ity!di. 
 
Guruv!ra (4/10/08) ga*)e 8 a.m. nitya vidhi-sahita #ri Anantan!tha-Sw!mi sannidhi-
yalli megina-nele (Upstairs) #r$ Candran!tha-Sw!mi mattu  #r$ Brahmayak(a -
devara sannidhiyalli pa'c!m+ta-abhi$eka, #r$ Kaly!,ama'dira 
Yantr!r!dhane ... mah!ma'ga)!rati, sa'je ga'&e 4 ri'da #r"-p"&haYantra-
!rdhane, ... sa%je ga*)e 8- #r$ Adin!tha-Sw!mige 54 kala#a abhi(eka, Ashvattha-
ka&&e-p(je, Aramane kat)e-p'je, dhvaja-mara-ka&&e-p(je utsava ity!di. 
Shukrav!ra (4/11/08) 8.a.m.  Rathotsva-a%gav!gi #r$ Anantan!tha-Sw!mige, #r$ 
Candran!tha-Sw!mige k($r!bhi(eka, #r$ Brahmadeva-ra sannidhiyalli pa'c!m+ta-
abhi$eka, #r$ bali-vidh!na, ratha-samprok$a,e, lak$a-h(vina p(je, rath!roha,a-
kke pras!da-be%ike, mah!-naivedya-p(je, mah! ma'ga)!rati, #r" Sarvh,a-
yak$ana #r" vih!ra, gr!mabali, madhy!hna 12-35 kke #r" Brahmadevara 
dar#ana, p!tri-yo'dige #r" Anantan!tha- Sw!miya rath!roha,a.   
 
nantara sa%gha-santarpa*e h!g' s!rvajanika anna-santarpa*e. 
r!tri ga%te 7 ri%da #r$ Samavasara,a-p(je, Rathotsava, Sw!mige 108 kala#a-
mah!bhi$eka ity!di. 
 
Shaniv!ra (4/12/08) Caitra #uddha 7 nitya-vidhi-sahita #r$ Sw!mi mattu #r$ 
Brahmayak(adevara sannidhiyalli abhi(eka, r!tri ga%)e 8-ri%da ku'kumotsava 
mattu dhvaj!roha,a, ka'ka,a-visarjane, pras!da-vitara,e.    
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On the title INDRA for the temple priest “Jaina br!hma"a”:  
 !r"manMandaramastake !ucijalair dhautai# sadarbh$k%atai#, 
 p"&he muktivara' nidh$ya racit$' tvatp$dapadmasraja#/   
 Indro'ha# nijabh(%a)$rtham amala' yajñopav$ta# dadhe/ 
 mudr$-ka*ka)a-!ekhar$)y api tath$ janm!bhi%ekotsave// 
  [Jain Puj!p!"ha-Sa#graha, ed. K. Chabda, Calcutta, No date.] 
See also Mandira-Ved$-prati%"h!-Kala&!roha'a-vidhi, Varanasi.1962] 
 
The present day C$ruk"rti Bha&&$raka of Shrava)abelgola comes from a family of 
Indras.  The Jain temple priests of Northern Karnataka are known as Up$dhye-s.   
The late Professor A.N. Upadhye and Muni Vidy$nanda-ji (presently in Delhi) come 
from this community. Digambaras elsewhere do not have temple priests: Jain laymen 
perform p(j$s. 
 
Inscriptional record of a temple priest “Jaina-Br!hma"a”: 
P.B. Desai: Jainism in South India, p.158, Solapur 1957. 
 
At Amar$puram (in Karnataka) in the year 1278 A.D. came into being a magnificent 
temple dedicated to god Prasanna P$r!vadeva, which was named BrahmaJin$laya.  
B$+endu Maladh$rideva, Kundakun$nvaya…was responsible for the creation of this 
holy structure…Mallisett&i…made a gift…for the temple. The income derived from 
the gift was to be used for reconstructing the Jaina temple with stone from the 
foundation to the pinnacle with the mah$ma),apa, bhadrama),apa, 
Lakshm"ma),apa, gopura, m$nastambha.... The gift was received by the temple 
priest Chellapi&&e who hailed from Bhuvalokan!thanall'r in the southern 
P!"(ya country.  He was a Jina Br!hma"a of Yajurveda, Aitareya )!kh!, 
Vasi%*ha gotra and the pravara Kau"(inya-Maitr!varu"a-Vasi%*ha…. At this 
time the region was under the…No+amba-Pallava chief Irungo+a II who was a patron 
and follower of the Jaina religion. [South Indian Epigraphy, 1917, Appendix C, No. 
40-42.] 
 
Two poets of a South Indian br!hma"a family accepting Jaina faith.  
 
(1) Mah!kavi Pushpadanta (=Pupphaya#ta): [P.L.Vaidya: Harivamsapur!'u, 
1941] Author of the Apabhra'!a Mah!pur!'u (completed in !aka 887= 965 C.E.), 
during the rule of the Rashtrakuta Krishna III, at M$nyakhe,a=Malkhed village, 
(destroyed in 970 C.E.), in Maharashtra.  In his pra!asti of the Mah!pur!'u,  
Pushpadanta says: Sivabhatt$i' mi Ji)asa))$se' ve vi may$i' duriya)i))$se'/ 
ba'bha)$i' K$sava-risi-gott$i' guru-vaya)$miya-p(riya-sott$i'// 
Muddh$dev"-Kesava-n$m$i' mahu piyar$i' ho'tu suhadh$mai'// 
 
At the end of the Uttarapur!'u: 
Ma""akhe(apuravare )ivasa'te ma)e Araha'tu deu jh$ya'te/...  
Pupphaya#ta-kai)$ dhuyapa'ke'  jai Ahim$)ameru-)$make/ 
kayau kavvu bhattie paramatthe' Ji"apaya-pa#kaya-mauliya-hatthe#/ 



 3 

(2) The tenth century “Kannada-!dikavi” Pampa  
 
M!dhava Somay!ji a Kannada br!hma"a of Vatsagotra > his son Abhim!nacandra 
> his son Kom!rayya > his son Bh#mappayya (Abhir!madevar!ya) > his sons are 
Pampa and Jinavallabha.  In the Pampabh!ratamm (Ch. 14, 48), Pampa says thus 
about his father:  “Of all the j!ti-s Vipra-j!ti is the best.  But Jinadharma is king 
among dharmas.  For a Br!hma"a who desires to excel his j!ti, Jinadharma is the 
ideal choice.  With this belief, Abhir!madevar!ya = Bh#mappayya embraced Jina-
dharma.  His son is Pampa, who has the epithet of Kavit!-gu"!r"ava.  
  
j!timo$ellam-uttamada j!tiya Viprakulage na%balem- 
!to Jinendradharma-me vala% dore dharmada-ve%du nambi ta-  
j-j!tiyan uttarottarama m!&i negali&idan intar!tma-vi- 
khy!tiyan !tan!da maga% nega$da% Kavit!-gu"!r"avam// 48//   
 
Pampa is the author of "dipur!#a and Vikram!rjunavijaya (=Pampa-Bh!rata),  
the latter completed in 941 C.E. during the reign of the Calukya Prince Arikesari II  
at Vengi (in Andhra). “Pampa's career marks a moment of dramatic intensification  
in the production of vernacular literay culture in the Deccan.” Pollock, S.: The 
Language of the Gods in the World of Men, 357.   
 
Non-Jainas becoming Jaina ascetics and reformers: 
 
(1) Siddhasena-Div!kara (author of Nyay!vat!ra, etc.) 
 K!ty!yanagotre 'r#Devar(iviprasya 'r#Siddhasena) putra)/  
mun#ndra) Siddhaseno'pi '!sanasya prabhavan!m/ vidadhad vyaharat!vanau/ 
anyad! lokav!kyena j!tipratyayatas tath!/ !b!ly!t Sa"sk*t!bhy!s# karmado(!t… 
siddh!nta# Sa#sk$ta# kartum icchan sa#gha# vyajijñapat/… 
…adhun!ik!da'!+gy asti Sudharmasv!mibh!(it!/ 
Pr!k*t!m tam ih!k!r(#d an!sth! 'tra katha% hi va)//… 
iti p!r!%cik!bhikhy!t pr!ya'cittan mah!%hasa)/ 
asya 'uddhir Jin!jñ!y! anyath! sy!t tirask*ti)// (Prabh!vakacarita, p. 58.) 
 
Some modern examples of non-Jainas becoming ascetics and reformers: 
 
1) Born in a Brahmakshatriya family, ,tm!r!m became a Sth!nakav!si muni, and 
was reinitiated as the M-rtip-jaka Tap!gaccha Muni (Ac!rya) Vijay!nandas-ri 
(1837-1896).  He appointed V#rchand R!ghavji Gandhi to represent the Jain 
community at the World's Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893. 
 
(2) Vai("ava Gane'pras!d (1864-1961) became Digambara Kshullaka (= Varni) in 
1947.  He founded the Sy!dv!da Mah!vidy!laya, Benaras, in 1905. 
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(3) A br!hma"a boy from Punjab, Sush#l [b!la-d#k$! ?] became Sth!nakav!si Muni 
Sush#la Kum!r under Amara Muni, the founder of the Veer!yatana, near Rajagrha 
(Bihar).  Muni Sush#la Kum!r violated the rules against travel, visited U.S.A. to 
attend the Meeting of World Faiths, and established a Jain center at Siddh!calam.  
 
(4) The Veer!yatana modified several rules, notably for travel of their ascetics, 
without giving up the traditional designations of Muni and S!dhv#.  The Veer!yanta 
group even honored Sadhv# Candan! with the title of an %c!rya (traditionally 
reserved only for Munis). 
 
From Sth!nakav!si to Digambara (via Kundakunda's Samayas!ra): 
 
(1) (Shvet!mbara M&rtip&jaka) Shr#m!li layman Banarasidas of Agra (1586-1643) 
composed his Hindi Samayas!ra N!"aka. Shvet!mbara Tap!gaccha Up!dhy!ya 
Meghavijaya (1653-1704) and Up!dhy!ya Ya'ovijaya (1624-1688) have refuted his 
“Digambara” views, respectively, in their Yuktiprabodha and the Adhy!tma-mata-
par#k$!. 
 
(2) Raychandbhai Mehta = Shr#mad R!jacandra (1861-1901).  His grandfather was a 
devoted Vai$"ava, but his mother was a Sth!nakav!s# Jain.  He claimed Jain spiritual 
experiences inspired by the works of the Digambara %c!rya Kundakunda.  A 
Sth!nakav!si Muni (Laghur!j) took refuge in Shr#mad as his Guru and accepted the 
Digambara “pinchi” as his rajohara"a. 
 
(3) K!nji Sw!mi (1889-1980).  A Sth!nakav!s# Muni from 1913.  Influenced by the 
Samayas!ra and other works of Kundakunda, K!nji renounced his mendicant vows 
in 1934 and became a Digambara layman.  He is the founder of the Kanji Panth. 
Many Sth!nakav!si as well as Digambara laymen have accepted his teachings, 
rejecting the spiritual status and authority of both the Shvet!mbara and Digambara 
ascetics. 
 
    ******************* 
 
ye$!( virodha) '!'vatikas te$!( dvandva ekavacanam eva/  2/4/9 
'rama"a-br!hma"am/ k!kol&lam/ Vy!kara%amah!bh!$yam of Patañjali 
[ed. F. Kielhorn, Vol I, 1962, p. 476, Ma. 2.4.1] 
 
 
 
 
 
 


